Politically correct claims are that the >Red Dreh had no importance for the war on the Eastern Front. 
Moreover, the espionage from the Fuehrer's headquarters had not existed at all. After that, Stalin quite 
honestly destroyed the Wehrmacht, which was weakened by leadership mistakes, with his avalanche of 
material and personnel. Therefore, it is urgent to separate the true from the untrue. In fact, it is possible 
to present unambiguous facts, even if many people will not like it. Exposing: How good was the Russian 
reconnaissance without betrayal information? Even today, Soviet enemy reconnaissance enjoys an almost 
legendary reputation among Western historians and military experts. In reality, this reconnaissance, 
called >Razvedka<, was completely unsatisfactory and often wrong in its information, as the results of 
the bloody winter and spring battles of 1943/44 showed. Russian commissions complained that, for 
example, hundreds of raiding parties were conducted to take prisoners to be interrogated with the result 
that not a single German could be captured from them. Instead, there had been failures because, for 
example, the shock troops had run into their own minefields, which had not been indicated to them 
beforehand. Rather, the responsible agencies appeared as a kind of statistical bureau that merely collected 
information on the situation, and that too belatedly. Tanks were repeatedly deployed prematurely 
against still intact defenses head-on, which led, for example, to the fact that the 2nd Russian Panzer 
Corps had only two combat vehicles left after the end of the attacks. The use of infiltrated agents was 
also criticized by Russian investigative commissions, some of whom were already conspicuous because of 
their clothing: "Particularly serious deficiencies can be observed in agent reconnaissance. This is 
burdened on the Western front by dubious persons, and is conducted in a primitive and template-like 
manner." These bungling own achievements of the Russian Abwehr, even after several years of war, 
make one wonder. The good reputation of the Soviet reconnaissance of the enemy is therefore probably 
based less on its own performance than on the numerous reports of German traitors and ULTRA-. Once 
these failed, as in the case of the winter and spring battles of 1943/44, there was complete failure. 
Fortunately for Russian warfare, these remained isolated cases. Unimpeachable Evidence: What was 
really betrayed or: the secret of the >Dora< radio messages. Of the unbelievable amount of messages 
sent to Moscow by the transmitters of the "Red Three*, only a part has been published until today. This 
also applies to the director's replies from Moscow to his agents. Some of the texts known today originate 
from the German radio deciphering reports, which Wilhelm Flicke, then Chief Government 
Councillor for Radio Counterintelligence, secretly hoarded as a private collection because he hoped to 
be able to make a profit from it after the end of the war. After 1945, Flicke gave this material to the US. 
counterintelligence. Later, in 1955, it was made public in the book Soviet Espionage by David Dallin 
and was also later published by Flicke himself. Here, deviations in the content of individual reports are 
already noticeable, which were in all probability "bent to shape* by Flicke or the American author. 
Many later publications are based on these uncertain data. When the Swiss Federal Police broke up the 
network of the "Red Three* at the end of 1943/beginning of 1944, some of the draft messages fell into 
their hands during searches. Some of these were later published in several ways. The spy Sandor Radé 
then published "Dora* radio messages" that he himself had translated from Russian and retranslated. 
Here, too, deletions have been made subsequently by Rado and/or the Russian services. These can be 
both adjustments to the desired reality and the omission of important source information. After the end 
of the old Soviet Union, several Russian authors published further parts of the original material. In fact, 
however, a large part of the radio transmissions is still missing today. These include the originals written 
in German and their direct translation into Russian.1 The CIA succeeded in evaluating all 437 
previously known >Dora< transmissions to Moscow by 1970 with great effort. However, this 
represented only 8 percent of the suspected total.2 Unfortunately, there is currently little hope of 
gaining access to the missing original material in Russia. Also, Allied Control Council laws still in effect 
in Germany stand in the way of deciphering, with modern technology, additional existing but as yet 


undeciphered >Dora< messages. So we still do not know which priceless treasures are still slumbering 
here. The CIA then also believes that the mysteries surrounding the >Red Three* and their treasonous 
activities, which continue to this day, could be cleared up with the help of the missing 92 percent of the 
radio messages. Obviously, there is something here that the world public is not allowed to know in the 
21st century. The alleged intelligence garbage. Why is the existence of a spy in the Fiihrer's headquarters 
denied today? Since the end of the war, generations of researchers and writers have tried to unravel the 
mystery of who was behind the alleged Soviet spy at the Fiihrer's headquarters. In fact, this trail was 
pursued because the unencrypted radio transmissions of the Red Espionage Group in Switzerland 
intercepted by German counterintelligence during the World War contained aliases that were 
apparently assigned to agents in Hitler's entourage. The solution was never found - because the question 
was asked incorrectly. There was the notorious >Werther<, who spied in the High Command of the 
Wehrmacht, further a >Teddy< from the High Command of the Army, while the High Command of 
the Air Force was spied on by >Olga<, just as the code name >Bill< was assigned to a traitor in the 
Army Weapons Office. "Werther*, the great mysterious unknown from the Fiihrer's headquarters, 
fascinated researchers and the public for decades. In fact, the names were only figments of the 
imagination of a little fat man who led the Red Agent Group in Switzerland under the code name 
Sandor Radé (code name >Dora<). Radé, Hungarian by birth and a colonel in the Red Army, had 
invented the names to make it easier for the critical evaluators of the Moscow spy service to process the 
radio transmissions. Thus, the Soviets knew immediately that >Werther< was about the Wehrmacht, 
>Olga< was about the Luftwaffe, and >Anna< was about the Foreign Office. Other names were also 
Ferdinand's >Stefan< and >Fanny<. In 1972, Radé announced in his memoir publication, which was 
critically controlled by the Soviets, that he had also made serious "errors" in transmitting false news. In 
fact, Radé's >Red Three< disseminated not only highly qualified information, but a large amount of 
gross blunders, structural falsehoods, "self-fabrications," and news garbage. For example, Radé obviously 
did not even know in his reports that there was a division of theaters of war in the OKH and OKW 
among the German leadership and that on the Eastern Front the General Staff of the Army (OKH) 
alone was responsible as the command authority. The fact that the OKL was formed only in February 
1944 also proves that no >Olga< could have sent messages from there to >Dora< years before. At the 
time of the formation of the OKL, >Dora< had already been eliminated as a source of news. Moreover, 
in March 1943 Radé let General Thomas, for example, participate in an armament meeting, as if he had 
not known that this HiTLER opponent had already been ungraciously retired in 1942. Other messages 
of the >Red Three< had more than coincidental resemblance to the official announcements of the High 
Command of the Wehrmacht. Many of the deciphered Russia messages were then also so false that they 
already looked like disinformation. Much was stretched by Rad@6's star agent Rudolf Réssler with 
newspaper knowledge. For example, during a search of Réssler's house in the 1950s, the Swiss police 
found an extensive, well-organized newspaper archive containing thousands of pieces of political and 
military information. In fact, the >Red Dreh tried to solve its eternal money problems by sending a 
myriad of such contrived messages to its Moscow headquarters. But does this mean that there really was 
no agent at the Fuehrer's headquarters for the >Rote Dreh's messages and that the hunt for the alleged 
traitors can be called off? Also the importance of the Swiss betrayal to Russia would have been, 
according to today's politically correct opinion, only unimportant for the victory of the Soviet Union in 
view of this news garbage.1- 2 >Werthers< little brothers: Did high German generals form an agent 
central together with opposition members? >Lucy's< sources in the High Command of the 
Wehrmacht, the Air Force, the Navy, the Foreign Ministry, the Army Weapons Office, and elsewhere 
remain mysterious to this day. Nevertheless, it has been an open secret since the 1950s that traitors were 
sitting in high and highest German positions, who, through Swiss agent headquarters, were giving away 


all the important secrets of German warfare. But because of the fear of a new >dagger thrust legend< 
like in 1918, nobody wanted to deal with it more exactly on the official side after 1945. The topic was 
and is taboo! Nevertheless, thanks to Réssler's post-war publications and the release of American secret 
information, we know at least some of the presumed news suppliers. According to this, >Werther< was 
not an individual, but a group of officers and opposition members who worked for Réssler because they 
wanted to prevent a victory of Hitler and to eliminate the Nazi regime. Rudolf Réssler, alias >Lucy<, 
was the main source of information supplying the network 

of the >Red Three* for a year from November 1942 to November 1943. Without doubt, Réssler 
initially worked only for Switzerland. After the beginning of the war, his information was also 
forwarded to the Western Allies. 

It is unclear to this day whether Berlin traitors asked their intelligence receiver Réssler to contact 
Soviet intelligence as well, after it became apparent that the British were not sharing their knowledge 
sufficiently with their ally in the East.1'2 >Lucy< was only one of Sandor Rad36's sources of Swiss 
intelligence. Documents declassified by Soviet military intelligence in 2000 show that Rado had 77 
human sources. He had 19 informants in Geneva, 15 in Bern, and 9 in Zurich, in addition to 27 
informants from other Swiss cities. From Germany, Rado had 17 informants, from Italy 2, from Austria 
3, and from France 5 sources. >Lucy< became Rado's main informant. His sources were not only from 
the teletype center of the High Command of the Wehrmacht and the Swiss intelligence services. 
Through the publications of the Americans and Russians after 1945, we know that Réssler's high- 
ranking sources actually came from the command staffs of the Third Reich.3-4 Their information was 
partly passed on to >Lucy< in Switzerland by the sources themselves; in addition, there were couriers 
who obviously had constant official business in Switzerland, such as Gisevius.5 In addition, there was at 
least one secret telephone connection from Berlin to the neutral country. Josef Kiefel, for many years 
head of counterintelligence at the MfS (Ministry of Security) of the former GDR, informed that an 
officer of the former Wehrmacht who had fallen into Soviet captivity in Courland had reported to him 
that this man had originally been on the general staff of the Wehrmacht. In connection with July 20, 
1944, the officer had been punitively transferred to Kurland for >front probation<. He had belonged to 
a group of HiTLER opponents who had sent information to the Allies about Switzerland. They would 
have passed on their messages by telephone from Potsdam or Jiiterbog to northern Italy to a >control 
center<. The reference to Jiiterbog is also explainable, because the artillery school of the Wehrmacht 
was located there. Many high officers deposed by Hitler were active at this school. The above- 
mentioned officer reported to Kiefel that a former mayor of Potsdam had also played a role in this. This 
was probably Carl Eugen Rosenthal, who had been mayor of a Potsdam suburb until about 1935. 
Rosenthal had an extensive circle of friends, including Carl Friedrich Goerdeler, one of the heads of the 
conspiracy against Hitler. The declassified Russian military intelligence materials also indicate how 
information from the OKW Weapons Office passed through Switzerland to Moscow. The Weapons 
Office of the OK W had a strong staff in Italy in the form of the "Riistungskommando Milano <. 
There, via the so-called >Adolf-Leitung<, a tap-proof dedicated line ran from Wunsdorf to Milan, 
through which information could also be cabled that was intended only for insiders. The transfer from 
there to Lucerne was only an organizational matter.1 Elsewhere, it has already been clearly shown how 
further message transfer proceeded from there. In Bern, the Army Ordnance Office operated an office 
for arms purchases in Switzerland. Here, couriers and experts constantly shuttled back and forth. Radé 
also had a reliable source in this office. To this day, it is still unknown who in the Weapons Office was 
involved with treason. Did General Georg Thomas consciously play along or tolerate the activity? One 
of the probably sure sources >Lucys< was General Hans Oster, the representative of Admiral Canaris at 
the Abwehr. Already in 1939/ 40, the Major General in the "Amt Ausland/Abwehr< had made sure 


that the Western powers and the neutral states were informed in detail about Hitlet's plans. Thus, in 
September 1942, Oster promptly informed the Soviets about the uncovering of the "Red Orchestra". In 
addition to his military duties in the Abwehr, Oster was the technical center of resistance to Hitler in 
the army. He spared neither trouble nor danger in establishing the connection between military and 
civilian resistance groups. Gisevius reported in the postwar period that Oster had once stood at his desk 
and looked at the four or five telephones whose circuits connected him with the various services. "This 
is what I am," he told Gisevius, "facilitating connections for everyone everywhere." The U.S. 
intelligence agency CIA also believes that of all the relevant suspects, General Oster came closest to 
meeting the criteria of a > Werther<. Oster had the entire intelligence network of the Abwehr at his 
disposal. This included the so-called >A-Netz<, which were special circuits of lines at the exclusive 
disposal of the Abwehr. Thus he could be sure that only the conspirators could pass messages and orders. 
According to Gisevius, the Abwehr formed the "nervous system from which strands led to the General 
Staff, to General von Witzleben, to Goerdeler, to Beck, to von Weizsaicker (Undersecretary of State in 
the Foreign Office and former envoy in Bern), and through him to a group of diplomats abroad." U.S. 
postwar data suggest that, based on the characteristics of the "Lucy* messages, > Werther and Co.< 
probably had Abwehr lines at their disposal. There was probably "no other convincing alternative 
theory," the CIA said. One of the central figures and one of the main sources of "Lucy* was Hans 
Bernd Gisevius. Gisevius joined Admiral Canaris' counterintelligence team in 1939. When Paris had 
fallen, Canaris and Oster dispatched him to Zurich, disguised as vice consul. However, Gisevius had 
already begun to meet with representatives of the Western Allies before the start of the war for the 
"transmission of intelligence*, i.e. for treason. Externally, the alleged Sonderftihrer Dr. Schlich (alias 
Gisevius) was vice consul of the German Reich, but internally he was responsible for the 
counterintelligence activities of "Group 3F< of Admiral Canaris' Abwehr. Besides Swiss, British and 
US-Americans he also supplied his material to "Lucy*. Besides Oster, Gisevius was probably Rado's 
most important contact. Gisevius had connections to the OsTER circle (Hans von Dohna- nyi, Klaus 
Bonhoeffer, Dietrich Bonhoeffer, Josef Miiller, Justus Delbriick, K. L. von GuTTENBERg, Theodor 
Striinck as well as to the military opposition of the "Heeresgruppe Mitte*). Gisevius also had close 
contacts with the BECK circle (in connection with Hammerstein, Nikolaus von Halem as well as 
Wilhelm Scheidt). In connection with Gisevius were also the GOERDELER circle with numerous other 
persons (BoscH circle Stuttgart) as well as the von HASSELL circle. General Erich Fellgiebel and Fritz 
Thiele were the chiefs of army and Wehrmacht intelligence. They were in en- gern conspiratorial 
relationship with Oster. Lieutenant General Thiele, as Chief of Staff at >Chef VNV<, was one of 
General Fellgiebel's closest associates. He was also largely responsible for deciphering enemy messages 
and thus a valuable intelligence source! American intelligence sources as well as a postwar publication by 
former Gestapo chief Miiller also confirm that General Thiele was instrumental in supplying 
intelligence material to the Soviets in Switzerland.1 According to Miller, General Thiele was caught 
"red-handed" passing intelligence after July 20. General Friedrich Olbricht, chief of the General Army 
Office and permanent deputy to the commander of the Reserve Army, was also a trusted agent of 
General Oster. Olbricht, too, was in the position where he had direct access to the very information that 
>Lucys< sources reported to Moscow. American sources report that General Olbricht passed 
information directly to the >Rote Kapelle* and thereby to the Soviets. Karl-Friedrich Goerdeler: 
Réssler (>Lucy<) named Goerdeler, the former mayor of Leipzig and a leading opponent of Hitler, as a 
source of information in the postwar period. However, it must be noted here that much of the 
information that went to Moscow often came from higher up than Carl Friedrich Goerdeler. If 
Goedeler passed information to Réssler, he must have received it from high-ranking friends of mind, 
rather than through direct access. Both the U.S. State Department and the CIA, as well as Helmut 


Wagner, intelligence lieutenant colonel in the GDR, state in striking agreement on this point that much 
of the best information of the >Red Three* came from persons involved in July 20.2-3 Another 
supplier to Switzerland had the code name >Agnes*. His civil name was Ernst Lemmer. He represented 
a Zurich newspaper in Berlin and had relations with the Swiss military attaché in Berlin, who in turn 
had contacts with the July 20 Group. In November 1956, the suspected Soviet agent became Minister 
for Post and Telecommunications in the West German government. A year later, Lemmer became 
Minister for All-German Affairs. A report on that period innocently stated, "Lemmer . . is said to have 
described himself as an opponent of the work of Allied and German intelligence services in West 
Berlin." Soviet intelligence might have been pleased by this. There were numerous other agents. Among 
the military officers are said to have been Major General Helmuth Stieff (head of department in the 
Army General Staff) and the commander of the intelligence unit at the Fiihrer's headquarters, General 
Helmut Schauwecker. In addition, there were other staff officers with ranks ranging from colonel to 
Rittmeister. Among the civilians, Marion Grifin Dénhoff claimed to have also served as a courier to 
Switzerland for the von HASSELL circle. Did the former editor of Die Zeit actively provide espionage 
assistance to Stalin? If this is true, the Soviets did not thank her for it, because Countess Dénhoff had to 
flee on horseback from her castle in 

East Prussia to the West in January 1945. Unfortunately, besides the Russians, also the CIA in its 
publication about "Lucy* deliberately omitted the names of many sources and sub-sources of the "Red 
Three* known to it still in the seventies, and that for understandable reasons! There it remained until 
today! After the failed assassination attempt of July 20, 1944, the arrest of members of the conspiracy 
also brought to light their participation in the treasonous events in Switzerland. Fortunately for many 
other intelligence suppliers of the "Red Three*, the clarification of the betrayal by the authorities of the 
Third Reich remained only fragmentary.1 To date, according to the CIA, 15 sources can be identified 
with certainty, " and for another 16, somewhat reasonable suspicions could be made. About 40 of 
"Lucy's* intelligence suppliers remain in the darkness of history. Half a year before his death, "Lucy* 
gave the names of his German informants, which he had never disclosed to Moscow, to the son of his 
friend Dr. Schnieper. The 18-year-old son had to promise not to reveal the names of the traitors 
publicly until all those involved were dead. A year and a half later, Schnieper Jr. died in a possibly staged 
car accident. At one point, however, German counterintelligence came close to uncovering the secret of 
"Werther*. This took place in the fateful months of May to July 1943. Repeatedly, the British had used 
Denis Sefton Delmer's black transmitters to thwart German plans or even to pass coded instructions to 
agents as well as sabotage groups. In the OK W, a service meeting on operational measures in Italy had 
taken place at 9 o'clock one morning. Already at 5 p.m. the same decisions and the entire contents of this 
top-secret service meeting went over the English propaganda station "Gustav Siegfried I<. An 
immediate investigation by the wiretapping services in radio surveillance revealed that this treason could 
not have left the territory of the Reich by radio. There were no gaps in the examination of enemy agent 
radio traffic. All the investigations, which converged centrally at Colonel Judge Dr. Manfred Roeder, 
led to the same conclusion. The treason report could only have been phoned through from Berlin to 
Munich via the secret >Dora< line of Admiral Canaris' Abwehr. Here, a courier equipped with all 
official papers and probably also with vehicles must have brought the messages to Bregenz, where they 
found their express way to Switzerland. Transmission by car or even by rail from Berlin via Basel was 
not possible, if only in terms of time. Dr. Roeder now proceeded to evaluate the decoded >Werther< 
messages in a mosaic process. The treason messages consisted of tactical, operational and personnel 
information. For this reason, Dr. Roeder and his associates assumed that traitors must be sitting both in 
the Operations Department of the OK W and with a V-man in the General Army Office. But these 
promising inquiries had to be suddenly interrupted even before they could lead to a tangible result. On 


July 21, 1943, the Attorney General of the Supreme Court, Dr. Kraell, informed Chief Justice Dr. 
Roeder that Field Marshal Wilhelm Keitel had ordered that the investigations against General Oster, 
Dr. Miller, Bonhoefer and Dohnanyi should no longer be conducted with a view to high treason and 
treason against the country. This removed Dr. Roeder's official legitimation to continue dealing with the 
treason problem. Shortly thereafter, he was ordered away to the Balkans. What a coincidence! 

We know today that Field Marshal Keitel wanted to have the embarrassing affair quickly off the table. 
He refused to believe in any guilt on the part of Admiral Canaris and his aides. Keitel continued to 
support the admiral's family with money even after July 20. Likewise, he refused to believe in any guilt 
on the part of General Thomas, his former Amtschef fiir Wehrwirtschaft, who was arrested after July 20 
as a veteran member of the Resistance. Keitel was just literally too grade and probably too obtuse to 
assume that someone who had been well acquainted with him year after year could have been double- 
crossed. The result was that many traitors and their henchmen could never be convicted. Until today 
clarification officially forbidden: Who was behind the Swiss > Wiking< line? - Réssler's second major 
suppliers The Swiss espionage department NSI (code name >Riki<) directed against Germany by Major 
Hausamann under its chief Major Dr. Max Waibel set up the so-called >Wiking<- line during the war. 
The >Wiking< line is judged to be effective and reliable to this day and relied on a number of high- 
ranking German informers who wanted to work actively against the HiTLER regime, which they 
hated. In 1940, the first significant information to reach the Swiss intelligence service through the 
>Wiking< line was the exact date of the planned German attack on Denmark and Norway. >Wiking< 
suppliers were not only located in high German command posts and Reich ministries, but reached as far 
as the Fiihrer's headquarters.15 The identity of the first informants of the >Wiking< line could never be 
clarified, either during the war or later. A journalistic investigation in the 1960s in the Federal Republic 
of Germany, conducted with much criminalistic acumen, to unmask the >traitors< was unsuccessful. 
When a German military writer tracked down copies of Swiss intelligence material in the Koblenz 
military archives, it was allegedly immediately declared secret at the request of a Swiss agency and 
blocked from journalistic analysis. Hausamann had sold the copies of some 25,000 treason reports 
supplied by his office to the Swiss High Command as confidential files to the German military archives 
in Koblenz, probably for lack of money. He did not supply a key book from which the sources would 
have been visible. Hausamann's superior, Major Max Waibel, wanted to publish a book about the same 
events. The Swiss General Staff prevented the plan. Waibel later took the secret to his grave when he 
committed suicide after the bankruptcy of a private Lucerne bank of which he had been president of the 
board. Since the Swiss do not want to reveal their German sources until today, any historical research 
must sooner or later come up against insurmountable barriers in the clarification of such secret service 
facts. The fact is that the results of the > Wiking< line were transmitted by the Swiss directly to the 
Soviet agent Réssler. The contact person here was the Swiss Major in the General Staff Bernhard Mayr 
von Baldegg. Mayr von Baldegg, who belonged to the NSI, was briefly arrested by the Swiss Federal 
Police in May 1944 when the spy ring was broken up. In fact, there was a pro-German group in the 
Swiss Federal Police to which Major Hausamann's pro-Soviet activities were a thorn in the side. But 
while the Federal Police were busy with the successful smashing of the Soviet espionage organization 
"Red Three<, the German traitors of the >Wiking< line remained beyond their reach. 717 35mm films 
of 36 exposures each, containing all Swiss intelligence material from Germany, lie as duplicates in the 
Swiss military archives. Here it must be asked why no official German agency dares to evaluate the 
material. It remains secret to this day! They sent hundreds of thousands to their death: >Poisonous 
spiders< in the Wehrmacht teletype center An important source of the >Roten Dreh was located in the 
teletype center of the Wehrmacht in Berlin.1 From May 1941 to mid-May 1944, two Communist 
Party-affiliated intelligence aides from the OK W/OKH teletype center in Berlin's Bendlerstrasse 


delivered to >Lucy<, completely undisturbed, a total of: 4500 secret command matter teletypes, 120 
teletypes with the highest level of secrecy (Chefsache - by officer only), and another 800 secret 
command matters from at least 30 Chefsache teletypes as transcripts from memory. In addition to these 
5450 teletypes, the >Red Three* received at least 40 rolls of teletypewriter strips from the intelligence 
aides. Each individual roll contained 40 to 50 "secret command matters*. This means that an additional 
1500 >secret command documents* with at least about 7050 documents were delivered to the Soviets. 
This was a gigantic source of betrayal of most important messages! In their betrayal activities, the 
intelligence aides, who have remained anonymous to this day, worked with an equally anonymous 
captain in the General Army Office as a point of contact, who was promoted to major at the end of 
1943. He had been supplying information to Swiss Soviet agents since late 1940, while still a first 
lieutenant. According to Ruland, he was a scion of an old Prussian family of officers and civil servants. 
After a failed study he joined the Wehrmacht in 1935. The teletype station in Bendlerstrasse was the 
largest in the Wehrmacht. It was connected to all other major networks, including Wolfschanze 
(Rastenburg Fiihrer Headquarters), Zeppelin (Army High Command at Zossen/Camp Maybach south 
of Berlin), Kurfiirst (Luftwaffe Headquarters at Wildpark-Werder, southwest of Berlin), and Koralle 
(Kriegsmarine Headquarters near Bernau, north of Berlin). Bendlerstrasse also had cross-connections to 
the networks of the SS, the SD (Sicherheitsdienst) and the Gestapo. Furthermore, the networks of all 
ministries, the Gauleiter network as well as the many other line systems such as "Ludwig*, >Melanie<, 
>Lukas<, "Florian*, "Flunder* and "Waldemar* ran as connections via the OK W/OKH teletype 
center. The large foreign exchange called >Sonderamt Berlin* as well as the teletype and telephone 
connections to the special trains of Hitler, Keitel, Géring, Himmler and the Wehrmacht Leadership 
Staff were also connected to Bendlerstrasse. The most amazing thing about all the networks was that 
they were only technically controlled by Fellgiebel's people and never monitored. 

However, there were practically no other controls except for some symbolic spot checks. In the teletype 
office OK W/OKH there was an unbelievable laxity in observing regulations. In the opinion of those 
involved, this light hand of carelessness* was apparently deliberately tolerated from above. In the 
opinion of Ruland, who in his book Die Augen Moskaus (The Eyes of Moscow) exposed the 
Wehrmacht teletype center in Berlin as a Soviet intelligence source, the key to understanding this 
sloppiness in dealing with security regulations of the OK W/OKH teletype center can easily be found if 
it is noted that officers of the intelligence forces were particularly well represented among the 
conspirators of July 20, 1944. Among them were the generals of the intelligence forces Erich Fellgiebel 
and Fritz Thiele as well as the colonels Kurt Hahn, Kurt Hassel and Otto Kéllner. Colonel Hassel, as 
chief of IN 7 (Inspektion der Nachrichtenentruppen), was the highest intelligence officer, reporting to 
the Commander of the Reserve Army (BDE), Colonel General Friedrich Fromm, and under him 
directly to the Chief of the General Army Office, General Friedrich Olbricht. Conspirators among 
themselves? Colonel Otto Kéllner, as head of the Intelligence Liaison Department (NV W) in Hassels 
IN 7, was the head of the OK W/OKH intelligence center. According to Ruland, Colonels Hassel and 
K6llner in particular could and should have ordered stricter security measures - but they did not. 
Whether there was any direct assistance from the two gentlemen beyond that has never been 
investigated. The amount of secret material passed on to the Russians by only two individual intelligence 
assistants alone is astonishing and gives rise to questions that can never be answered. If Ruland is to be 
believed, the unknown major from the General Army Office led five other Soviet agents in addition to 
the intelligence aides. These men, called "scouts* in Soviet parlance, were an officer from the OK W 
"Amt Ausland/Abwehr*, a diplomat from the Foreign Office, an officer from the Reich Air Ministry, 
and two officials from the Reich Ministry of Armaments and Munitions. They are all unknown to this 
day. All the treason information was sent by the major to the "Red Three* by the route described 


elsewhere. As it appears, the two poisonous "spiders* in the network of the teletype center were unable 
to forward their loot from May 1944 after "Lucy's* failure. By then, the damage done to German 
warfare must have been great. For fear of possible revenge by survivors or surviving dependents of those 
killed in action, after 1945 they preferred to remain anonymous for the rest of their lives. Contrary to 
what Ruland claimed, the Wehrmacht's teletype center in Berlin was certainly one of the important 
sources of the "Red Three*, but not the only decisive one. German false information for the "Red 
Three* - Or: Why the agent chief Rado was sent to prison by Moscow After the end of the war, the 
former Soviet agent chief Rado, to whom the Soviet Union owed so much, was immediately sent by 
Moscow to the dreaded Lubyanka prison for 10 years. What had happened? In fact, Moscow had 
noticed that, from the beginning of 1943, it had been receiving more and more obvious disinformation 
over the radio from Switzerland. This went so far that when it came to resuming diplomatic relations 
between Bern and Moscow at the turn of 1944/45, there was a brusque Soviet rejection of the Swiss 
request. During his visit to Moscow, the French Foreign Minister Bidault, who was inquiring on behalf 
of the Swiss, is said to have received a reply from Stalin to the effect that the latter's rejection of the 
request for the resumption of diplomatic relations had been prompted first and foremost by the 
expulsion of the Russian black broadcasters who were in the service of Russian espionage against 
Germany. It had upset him that the Swiss Federal Prosecutor's Office, after discovering the transmitter 
using the Russian cipher key, had sent false military information to Russia. This had affected him more 
as a marshal and commander-in-chief of the army than as a statesman. He saw in it "a dangerous 
misdirection of Russian warfare, which could work in Germany's favor. "1 This again shows how 
strongly the Soviet Union was still dependent on agent reports from Switzerland at the time and that 
Stalin was always well informed about the activities of the Soviet foreign information services. In fact, 
Stalin did Switzerland an injustice here. We know today that Swiss military intelligence regularly used 
two important sources in Germany: the Swiss military attaché in Berlin and an intelligence procurer at 
the consulate in Stuttgart. German counterintelligence succeeded in arresting and interrogating the man 
named Ernst Mérgeli, who was in fact a Swiss intelligence officer. The German secret agent Hdhl also 
succeeded in gaining access to the armored cabinet of the Swiss military attaché Hans von Werth at 
Tiergartenstrasse 33 in Berlin, thus obtaining a good overview of the German sources of the Swiss 
intelligence officers. Subsequently, the Germans succeeded in turning over the persons concerned from 
the middle of 1943. Thus Switzerland learned what the German High Command wanted it to know. 
Through the Abwehr IIID division under Lieutenant Colonel Siegfried Cartellieri, the false 
information flowed, which finally caused the greatest doubts to grow in Moscow about their RADO 
spy ring, which had been so reliable until then. In this respect, according to Russian sources, considerable 
damage to their own war effort resulted from these professionally disguised false reports. However, the 
Germans do not appear to have succeeded in breaking into the third main line of Swiss intelligence from 
the Reich. This was the so-called >Wiking< line maintained by the NSI intelligence bureau, which 
terminated at the Fiihrer's headquarters, command posts, and some Reich ministries. Did the Germans 
succeed in electronically connecting to the headquarters of the Moscow intelligence service? 

The decline in the usefulness of Soviet spy stations in Switzerland, lamented by Stalin in the postwar 
period, had not only to do with the elimination of General Oster or the arrest of Russian agents in 
Switzerland by the Helvetic Federal Police. The head of the foreign security service, SS General 
Schellenberg, stated in his memoirs that the Germans had managed to achieve a top success by electronic 
means. German specialists had been able to tap into ongoing radio communications with Russian 
intelligence headquarters in Moscow. In the process, Schellenberg said, the Germans engaged in an 
extensive game of misdirection. This would have eventually forced Moscow to change codes and realign 
agents. Schellenberg writes verbatim, "The Soviets' loss of forces, time, and money in this case was 


sensitive. Thus, I recall that in the course of this radio game, over 60 Russian radio stations were turned 
over by us. "1 Unfortunately, the British postwar censors deleted further details. However, this was 
probably a special form of the so-called >interference procedure<.2 In this case, the specialists of the 
special laboratory of the Reichspostzentralamt (RPZ) succeeded in using an interference procedure 
controlled by the carrier frequency of the agent transmitter to be interfered with. For this purpose, the 
agent transmitter was picked up by a very selective DF receiver equipped with automatic arming of 
small time constants. By mixing an oscillator frequency with a crystal frequency at the level of the 
intermediate frequency, the Germans achieved a swept carrier frequency that could be used directly to 
drive the enemy transmitter. Unfortunately, Schellenberg was not allowed to publish the extent to 
which the Germans were able to read the messages received at the intelligence center. It is also unknown 
whether only the transmitters could be temporarily rendered useless by jamming messages or whether 
disinformation mixed in with the real messages could be sent directly over the airwaves. That Stalin in 
the postwar period accused the Swiss of deliberately sending him false disinformation over his previously 
so successful agent transmitters could therefore also indicate that Schellenberg's people had indeed 
successfully transmitted game material. That the SS general spoke of 60 agent transmitters manipulated 
in this way would indicate that, in addition to the 5 or so agent transmitters in Switzerland, many 
treason transmitters in the other neutral countries of the North and in the German sphere of power were 
also affected. B) Peak passed, but no end - Soviet espionage after the elimination of >Doras< The 
strange end of the >Red Three" as a Soviet intelligence source Could the treasonous activity of the 
"Red Three" against the Wehrmacht have ended much earlier? Since the beginning of 1942, CANARis 
employee Hans Meissner and "Biiro F< resided in the German embassy in Bern. The "Biiro F< (Group 
3F?) dealt exclusively with the "Red Three". All information gathered by V-men converged there. In 
the post-war period it became known that "Biiro F< (Gruppe 3F?) already had a very extensive material 
on the Radé- Kreis at the time of the battle for Kursk, but probably did nothing.1 Did Admiral Canaris 
have his hands in it again? So it is to the credit of SS General Schellenberg that he allowed the pro- 
German Swiss Secret Service and the Federal Police (Bupo) to take action against the "Red Three." 
However, it was to take until September 27, 1943, for the Swiss to accurately zero in on all the stations. 
Then, on October 13, 1943, the Swiss police authorities struck at the instigation of the Germans and 
began destroying the "Red Three" espionage complex. "Lucy" initially remained unmolested, as he had 
been working only for the intelligence services of his host country, Switzerland, since November 1943. 
But on May 19, 1944, "Lucy" was also arrested in Geneva by the federal police. In the apartment of 
those arrested at that time, Swiss police officers found six NS 1 deserter reports, which showed all too 
clearly that employees of the Swiss secret service had assisted the Red agent group. Unmoved, the Bupo 
people also hunted down the employees of their own secret service: on May 19, they arrested Roessler 
and Schneider, and shortly thereafter Wai- bel's deputy Mayr von Baldegg was arrested. Outraged, 
Colonel Waibel demanded the immediate dismissal of his staff: For four days the commissars kept the 
WAIBEL deputy before their interrogation lights; again and again they wanted to know what an officer 
of the Swiss Army had to do with Stalin's agents. Only an intervention by General Guisan set von 
Baldegg free. On September 6, 1944, released on bail at the political instigation of General Guisan, four 
days after > Lucy's < release, the flow of news from Germany allegedly began again, but now at a much 
reduced rate and for only about two months. Then it was finally over. During these three months, the 
new "Lucy< information went exclusively to the Swiss intelligence services. The resumption of 
>Lucy's< intelligence activity contains an interesting aspect: after September 15, 1944, Réssler had 
learned that one of his important intelligence sources from Germany had also survived July 20, 1944, 
well. Namely, when Heinz Guderian was appointed Chief of the General Staff in the Army High 
Command the day after the assassination, he removed from it all those who had worked here so far, 


except for the one, the most capable. . .! The spy was able to resume his work.1 If Guderian's memoirs 
are to be believed, only one person comes into question here. He wrote: "Of the most important 
members of the old OKH, only the Wehrmacht and Army Transport Chief, the capable General 
Gercke, remained in office." Gercke's disastrous but undisturbed work on the Eastern Front has 
occupied us repeatedly in the first volume. Gercke, too, is a candidate in the >Werther< competition! 
But even after the intelligence end of the "Red Three<, their acts of treason sometimes showed 
considerable late consequences. Thus >Lucy< had betrayed the plans of the "Ostwall" to the Soviets in 
1943 for 5000 Swiss francs. So it was not only due to a lack of fortress crews or half-baked defense plans 
that the largest but unfinished German fortification system was breached almost effortlessly by the Red 
Army between January 29 and 31, 1945.2 The Enigma of the "Brown Moles Were there high-ranking 
National Socialists in Allied service? After the arrest of the "Red Three*, the backbone of Soviet 
espionage in Switzerland was broken. Nevertheless, the flow of treason in Switzerland continued 
through other channels. Swiss Abwehr Major Hans Hausamann explained in the postwar period why 
Switzerland and the Allies continued to receive first-hand treason information even after the end of the 
"Red Three* until the very end. The more the war developed to Germany's disadvantage, the more a 
new kind of betrayal emerged. Without giving details about individuals, Hausamann wrote about this 
particularly despicable kind of betrayal of comrades: "The Swiss intelligence service knew very well that 
there was no office in Berlin from which information did not flow in broad streams to the Allies. One 
had knowledge of many, even high functionaries, especially of the SS, who wanted to buy a more 
lenient assessment of their deeds by the Allies for the time after the collapse. "1,2 This sounds 
interesting, but is it true? In fact, the "mole* from the circle of Reichsftihrer SS Heinrich Himmler was 
never unmasked. The former English intelligence chief >C< Sir Maurice Old- field gave valuable hints 
here some years after his retirement. After that, the head of the NSDAP's foreign organization (NSAO), 
SS-Obergruppenfiihrer Ernst Wilhelm Bohle, who was born in Bradford, England, was a Soviet agent. 
Bohle, also known as "Gentleman-Nazi* because of his cosmopolitanism, comes off surprisingly well 
today even in the politically correct historiography. His close contacts to top people of the Third Reich 
like Rudolf Hess, Heinrich Himmler or Joseph Goebbels would have actually made Bohle a successful 
mole of Stalin. Of course, such things cannot be verified without opening the Russian archives, but one 
may assume that the "Secret Service* was usually well and correctly informed. In the case of Rudolf 
Hess this means that Stalin was fully informed about the real events surrounding his peace flight to 
England. It must not be forgotten here that Hausa- mann's explanations did not come from him himself, 
but from Otto Piinter's book, which bore the proud title: The Anschluss did not take place, the secret 
agent Pakbo tells. Soviet agent Piinter, as the owner of the "International Socialist Agency* based in 
Bern, was hardly an objective source and his publications certainly did much to cloud the true events 
surrounding Soviet espionage in Switzerland. In fact, the betrayal of Germany-Switzerland-Moscow 
went on blithely even after the end of the "Red Three*. To this day, a large part of the files stored in the 
US. archives on high-ranking National Socialists in the service of Allied and especially American 
intelligence services is kept under wraps - this despite the possibility, probably unique in the world, of 
gaining access to the files by means of FOIA ("Freedom of Information Act") requests. Moreover, when 
papers are released, the essential passages are often blacked out. March 1945: Did an English traitor sit 
around Colonel General Jodi until the end? When SS-Obersturmbannfiihrer Skorzeny was 
coordinating the operation against the Remagen Bridge captured by the Americans in the bitter month 
of March 1945, the British BBC reported three times that the headquarters of MussoLiNi hijacker 
Skorzeny was completely destroyed after the Allies had heavily bombed Skorzeny's headquarters in 
Friedenthal. The German Abwehrdienst presented Skorzeny with another report from the BBC that 
Hitler had appointed him a major general and entrusted him with an important post in the defense of 


Berlin, and that Skorzeny had already begun a purge. Skorzeny recalled, however, that Hitler had in fact 
only received him on March 29 or 30, 1945, to thank him. Later, however, he learned that Colonel 
General Jodl had actually spoken Skorzeny's name: He wanted to use it in the defense of Berlin. But 
how could this information come to the BBC?1 This shows that in the closest circle of Generaloberst 
Jodl sat an undiscovered traitor who passed on timely messages to the British through unknown 
channels until the very end. C) Concealed "war decisions - or: What secret is hidden behind radio 
reconnaissance and the much-invoked direct connections to the enemy? 

How the Betrayal Messages Came to Stalin Not only in key positions of the German defense and 
reconnaissance services, but also in radio and telephone communications, there were men at the top who 
worked against their own war effort. Because of their specialized knowledge, they were able to cover up 
for themselves and to thwart any factual detection.1"1 When General Fellgiebel's involvement in the 
conspiracy became apparent on July 20, 1944, Field Marshal Keitel had appointed Lieutenant General 
Thiele as his successor that same day. Soon, however, as described earlier, his involvement in the 
assassination also became apparent. In addition to him, Fellgiebel's chief of staff, Colonel Hahn, and the 
head of the Ersatzheer commander's Amtgruppe N, Colonel Hassel, had been arrested by the 
authorities. Fellgiebel's final successor, General Praun, then lacked all experienced officers. They had 
either been >transferred away< by Fellgiebel shortly before the assassination or had been relieved after 
July 20. In fact, important information was relayed to Switzerland by radio from late April 1941 until 
mid-May 1944. Such information went through the airwaves only in really urgent cases. This applied to 
messages from Berlin and, from the end of November 1942, also to inquiries coming to Berlin from the 
director in Moscow via the Soviet agent Radé. The betrayal transmitter in Berlin, whose radio set was 
located in Bendlerstrasse (Ersatzheer), was one of the intelligence resources of the Berlin offices of the 
OKW/OKH. It operated with a frequently changing Wehrmacht key. However, the counterpart 
responsible for the >Red Three* in Switzerland used the AA code (key of the Foreign Office). It was 
the transmitter of the German legation in Bern. Klaus von Grey- nitz, presenting legation councilor of 
the Foreign Office, who was a friend of a German traitor. He knew an official in the AA radio station 
quite well. From him, the diplomat received the latest code of the Foreign Ministry in Wilhelm Street. 
Afterwards, this code went to a non-commissioned officer who worked in the Bendlerstrasse radio 
station for message transfer. He was an engineer in his civilian profession. Using a Wehrmacht 
transmitter, the traitors thus transmitted the most secret messages to the Soviet agent Réssler via the 
German legation transmitter in Bern using the code of the Foreign Office.1 When the non- 
commissioned officer of the OK W radio station in Berlin was transferred to France at the end of 1942, 
the radio operator of the Foreign Office, who had previously only provided the code, took over the 
transmission. Now the messages went directly from the Foreign Office transmitter in Berlin to the AA 
receiver in Bern and also vice versa. A plausible answer to the question of how the radio operator of the 
German legation in Bern could be harnessed for agent purposes may have to be sought from Dr. 
Gisevius. Gisevius was vice-consul of the German consulate in Zurich from 1940 to 1944. As liaison 
officer for the OK W's Ausland/Abwehr office, Gisevius 

represented one of the important representatives of the German resistance to Hitler and one of the 
leading agents of the U.S. Secret Service. Further messages arrived by telephone on a Wehrmacht 
service line to Milan. From there they were forwarded by couriers via the Gotthard railroad to Lucerne. 
Questions from Moscow, which were to be answered in Berlin, took the same route in the opposite 
direction. Normal transmission Berlin-Switzerland took three to six days by courier. According to 
former CIA chief Allan W. Dulles, important messages were often radioed to Réssler barely 24 hours 
later, after they had dropped at headquarters. The effectiveness of the individual transportation routes 
for treason material from Berlin to Lucerne revealed the following balance: more than 60 percent of the 


messages were talked through by telephone to Milan and from there transported by couriers by rail to 
Lucerne. 15 percent of the material reached Rudolf Réssler (alias >Lucy<) by permanent couriers. 4 
percent of all information reached Switzerland by radio. Likewise, 4 percent found its way to >Lucy< 
through occasional couriers. Three to four percent of the messages came to the Swiss agents through an 
official of the German Reichsbahn. When the percentages are added, a remainder of 13 percent still 
remains. This explanation is likely to suggest at least one other as yet unknown intelligence source that 
transferred from Germany to Switzerland. Did a civilian uncover the possible interception of secret lines 
from the Fithrer's headquarters in 1942? In the fall of 1942, Henry Picker, a lawyer and former district 
administrator, had received a Fuehrer order to supervise the repair and reconstruction of civilian 
facilities at Fuehrer headquarters and to work with electrical experts to secure Hitler's personal 
telephone and telex lines from Fuehrer headquarters to Berlin, Munich and Obersalzberg. This was 
preceded by a strange incident. Picker had visited the Wehrmacht telephone, teletype and radio 
exchange of the Fiihrer headquarters in Rastenburg shortly before during a break in his work. The 
officer in charge of the teletype and radio center, then still Major (later Lieutenant Colonel) Sander, had 
allowed him to put on the sergeant's earpiece for a short time while he plugged through a telephone call 
Hitler was making to Berlin.1 Thus Picker learned that all of Hitler's telephone calls and telexes, as well 
as those of the FHQ general staff, passed through at least two central offices, where they were inevitably 
overheard by NCOs or Wehrmacht aides: the Fiihrer's headquarters and the OK W central exchange in 
Berlin/Bendlerstrasse. That it was precisely in Bendlerstrasse that eavesdropping betrayals took place is 
explained elsewhere. When Hitler snubbed Picker at a luncheon on the same day, Picker suggested 
"then to hire Stalin right away for our radio, telephone and telex central exchange in Berlin 
Bendlerstrasse" because half a dozen people would read the secret telexes when they were forwarded. As 
a result of this incident, Picker was given the above-mentioned Fiihrerhauptquartier special assignment 
and remained assigned to the Fithrerhauptquartier until April 1943. There he had to report regularly to 
Hitler, Keitel, Engel, Schaub, and Bormann on the progress of his work. How effectively Picker's efforts 
to take care of the special aspects of the interception security of the telephone and telex lines from the 
Fuehrer's headquarters were fulfilled is unknown.1 What is striking is that it had to strike a layman in 
particular what the state of the security of the most secret lines from the Fuehrer's headquarters was. 
What about the experts on the spot? Just as the battle of Kursk was brewing in April 1943, a 
coincidence came to the traitors! rescue. Henry Picker, the incorruptible witness and observer, had to 
leave the Fiihrer's headquarters as quickly as possible for fear of his life in the wake of an intrigue related 
to a peace offer sabotaged by Admiral Canaris. After that he stayed as far away as possible from 
Rastenburg at the Atlantic Wall. The door was now open again to the >listeners<. Direct connections 
from the Fiihrer's headquarters to the enemy - myth or fact? After Dr. Picker's forced departure, the 
discussion about possible wiretaps from the Fiihrer's headquarters became quiet. Since there were people 
in the key positions of radio and telephony who did not mean well for the German warfare, it seemed 
difficult to clear up these possible direct connections to the enemy. Everything changed only after July 
20, 1944. General Remer wrote that when Hitler took up his post as combat commander of the 
Fuehrer's headquarters, he was told of some treasonable offenses under the seal of secrecy:2 According to 
Remer, through the vigilance of a sergeant, it had been possible to determine that a special double 
circuit in the intelligence command bunker of the Fuehrer's headquarters made it possible to listen in on 
important officer telephone calls of operational and tactical orders as well as instructions. This was what 
Dr. Picker had already urged two years earlier. The eavesdropping took place in Berlin. In addition, 
there was a direct switch connection to Switzerland. Unfortunately, according to Remer, the Fiihrer did 
not get involved in further details. After the elimination of Fellgiebel and his deputy, Fritz Thiele, 
General Albert Praun was appointed Fellgiebel's successor. He had been given the task of putting the 


"hair-raising conditions" (Hitler) in his office in order.’ One of the questions he had to solve was how 
long-standing intimate messages from the Fiihrer's headquarters could reach the Allied station at Calais 
(Western Allies) or Switzerland (Russia) in a matter of hours. Praun first deployed an eavesdropping 
company to listen in on the Fiihrer's headquarters for a black-band transmitter. The operation yielded 
no results. Next, the question of whether the telephones of the Fuehrer's switchboard were listening in 
on Hitler's conversations or whether unauthorized persons were connected in parallel was investigated. 
For this purpose, Praun activated the Army Intelligence Regiment of the 4th Army, which was located 
near the Fiihrer's headquarters. Therefore, one evening, Praun arrived at the Fuehrer's headquarters in a 
raid with 200 men in omnibuses and trucks and occupied the telephone exchange. The officers of the 
Fuehrer Intelligence Department were detained in their casino at the same time. Praun told them that 
he had to rebuke the unjustified accusations against them. In the course of several hours, the distributors 
in particular were now thoroughly searched for parallel circuits, but nothing was found. It is obvious 
that the lines to Switzerland as well as the connection to Sweden had been dismantled in time by 
Fellgiebel's employees after his arrest. So while the direct lines to Sweden and Switzerland, through 
which Fellgiebel and his associates are said to have committed treason, remain shrouded in secrecy to 
this day, the lightning treason from the Fiihrer's headquarters remained a fact. For Praun it was clear 
that the solution to the riddle lay in the numerous particularly good lines from the Fihrer's headquarters 
to Berlin and with all fronts. These were used not only by the Wehrmacht command staff and the 
leading personalities, but also by the auxiliary personnel. Apparently, even after July 20, there was never 
any systematic monitoring of conversations here, despite all of General Praun's efforts. For Praun, the 
only conceivable possibility was that illegal connections were then made from Berlin via radio or wire 
through neutral to enemy countries. Thus it came about that the connections from the OKH, OKW 
and Fiihrer headquarters to England and Switzerland remained active and undisturbed until the end of 
the war. Kriminalrat Hégl, who was busy investigating the events after July 20, informed Hitler's 
architect Hermann Giesler that the switchboard connection through which the messages from the 
intelligence center of the Fihrer's headquarters could be overheard was very probably located in Berlin. 
The treason messages, Hégl said, had gone to Switzerland by wire, not by radio. At the other end of the 
line, he said, was Swiss intelligence, which in turn had liaison with the Western Allies and the Soviets. 
When General Praun then made a serious effort to investigate the treason affairs, insofar as they had 
leaked out, he too spoke to Kriminalrat Hégl. The latter, however, referred him to the investigation 
group under SS-Obergruppenfiihrer Dr. Kaltenbrunner. Strikingly, however, Praun was denied any 
further information about Fellgiebel, Thiele, Hahn and Hassel. Gestapo Chief Miiller is also said to have 
refused any information about the former leadership of Army Intelligence. What were they trying to 
conceal that was embarrassing? Praun, however, never got close to the alleged Berlin circuits. To Praun, 
Fellgiebel's "divergent views" on German warfare were no secret even before then. Since Fellgiebel, then 
chief of the German intelligence corps, loudly expressed his displeasure every evening in the casino, 
Praun had suggested to him several times that he lead a corps in the field and breathe the clean decent 
front air there. Fellgiebel did not decide to do so! 

In fact, the connections from the Fuehrer's headquarters, OKH and OK W to England and 
Switzerland remained active undisturbed until May 1945 and repeatedly brought Hitler almost to 
despair until the end in the Fuehrer's bunker in Berlin. Anglo-American propaganda: Did Stalin win 
thanks to ULTRA? As was to be expected, certain Anglo-American sources persistently claimed that 
the secret information Russia had received from the Fuehrer's headquarters about Switzerland had in 
fact been findings of the British radio decipherment ULTRA. According to these sources, the British 
Prime 


Minister Sir Winston Churchill had decided to let Stalin participate in the indeed sensational results of 
the British Enigma decipherment. However, this was only possible by concealing the origin of the 
messages. Therefore the transport by means of an agent chain up to Switzerland and the covert handing 
over to the RéssLER-RAD6-Netz (>Rote Dreh) had been decided. To this day, however, there is no 
evidence that the Soviets received even one ULTRA message in this way.1 In fact, on 10 June 1941, 12 
days before the start of "Unternehmen Barbarossa“, the British had informed Soviet Ambassador 
Maisky in the British Foreign Office of the intelligence gathered by ULTRA that a German offensive 
was imminent. Then, beginning in early July 1941, Lieutenant General Mason-McFar- lane, the chief of 
the British military mission in Moscow, and, from May 1942, his successor, Rear Admiral Miles, 
submitted "Ultra Secret< information to the Soviet General Staff. However, on Churchill's instructions, 
they were handed over exclusively to Stalin or Chief of General Staff Marshal Shaposhnikov and, from 
June 1942, to his successor Vasilevsky personally. This makes it clear that the Soviets actually received 
much crucial information in the early stages of the Eastern campaign not through the "Red Chapel< 
and the "Red Three<, but also through the UL- TRA radio reconnaissance of the Western Allies.2"4 
For security reasons, the British cited as their source either "an unnamed senior officer in the higher 
German leadership," "a well-placed source in Berlin," or sometimes a "very trustworthy, reliable 
source." Details such as radio identification marks of German units were not passed on to prevent 
inference of deciphered material. Various minor inconsistencies in the German spelling of Russian towns 
or geographical designation were also built into the ULTRA reports to the Russians to cover up any 
clues as to the true origin of these reports. Then, starting in May 1942, regular weekly meetings were 
held between the British and Russians at the Soviet military mission in London. The problem, however, 
was that the Russians refused to serve as exchange material for their English suppliers with their own 
information about Hitler's Wehrmacht. Trouble was building between the Allies. Crucially, then, the 
British received definitive evidence via ULTRA in late 1942 that the Germans were able to read Soviet 
radio traffic. This created the possibility that the Germans discovered that the Russians possessed 
deciphered Enigma material. In response, the flow of ULTRA secret messages to the Russians was 
henceforth reduced to a bare minimum. On March 22, 1943, however, the British War Office then 
received flawless ULTRA evidence of German preparations for a summer offensive in the Kursk arc. 
Decryption of German Air Force Enigma traffic told of the deployment of German armored divisions in 
the central front section and of redeployments in the area of Air Fleet 4. It was also reported that the 
start of the German offensive against Kursk was scheduled for the end of April 1943. This important 
message was immediately relayed to Moscow and resulted in false alerts to the Red Army. Then, on 
April 30, 1943, the chief of the British military mission in Moscow presented the Soviet General Staff 
with an extremely important message: On April 25, the British had succeeded in deciphering an 
>Enigma< report signed by the commander-in-chief of Army Group South and addressed to the 
OKH, Department >Foreign Armies East*. It contained a detailed compilation of the Soviet forces in 
the Kursk Arc in the area of "Army Group South”, in addition to an estimate of the striking power and 
presumed scheduling of actions of individual large units of the Red Army. The report, signed by 
Marshal Freiherr von Weichs in the absence of Marshal von Manstein, also listed the operational 
intentions of the two German "Army Groups Center* and "South* in the "Citadel*" enterprise. Thus, 
the Soviets learned not only the specific German plans for 'Operation Citadel*, but also the extent to 
which Germany's leadership was aware of the opposing Soviet forces. Unfortunately, to this day we still 
do not know whether further ULTRA intelligence officially went to the Soviets even after 'Operation 
Citadel*. The only known fact is that Stalin allegedly received a ULTRA message in February 1945 
about the planned German Lake Balaton offensive in Hungary. This decision by Hitler, however, 
probably came to Moscow via a different route. We have gone into this further ahead. In fact, as late as 


mid-March 1945, only a few days before the German attack began, Western Allied intelligence agencies 
assumed that the 6th SS Panzer Army, which was to be instrumental in carrying out the offensive, was 
still stationed on the Oder River. After the leakage of the 'indirect* British ULTRA funds, Eisenhower's 
chief of staff, General Marshall, acted. He had regular daily 'messages* sent to the Russians on a 
ULTRA basis via the Allied liaison mission in Moscow during the final stages of the war. However, 
these messages, presented to the Soviets as coming from a "high German source," were often based on 
outdated ULTRA messages. Finally, General Marshall also knew how well the Germans had succeeded 
in breaking into the Russian radio keys. To this day, the Western Allies keep secret the extent to which 
and whether they even put the Russians on notice that the Germans could read their radio keys. 
However, the Anglo-Americans demonstrably used the German ULTRA messages to learn as much as 
possible about the military potential of their 'ally* in the East. Stalin therefore reacted quite viciously to 
the false messages of the Western Allies and wrote to Roosevelt: "Your people are deceiving me!" Yet 
the Russians knew better! When after the end of the war an Anglo-American deciphering group 
succeeded in breaking into the Soviet radio keys, the eyes of the British intelligence officers almost fell 
out of their heads when they had to see what their comrades and simultaneous Soviet agents >Moliere< 
(John Cairncross), >Ralf< (Leo Long) and >Séhnchen< (Kim Philby) had transmitted to their second 
employer in super-secret ULTRA findings. Thus, Cairncross alone transmitted all German air force 
intelligence in the run-up to >Operation Zi- tadelle< to his ideological friends. Having already spent 
eight years as a Soviet agent, the agent was appointed to Bletchley Park, the main ULTRA intelligence 
center, in the summer of 1942. Coincidentally, this occurred just as the British had greatly reduced their 
flow of official ULTRA reports to the USSR. With the rank of staff captain in the British Army, 
Cairncross was now employed in >Hut 3<. There, raw data from deciphered Luftwaffe Enigma 
messages on the Eastern Front were analyzed and converted into readable form. Realizing this great 
coup, Skljarow, a Russian NK VD control officer living in London, obtained a car for Cairncross so that 
he could become mobile and deliver p unfiltered Luftwaffe Enigma messages to his commanding officer 
at weekly intervals. There they were converted into Soviet raw keys and immediately transmitted to the 
Moscow center. Skljarov's detailed radio messages also contained the information that was omitted from 
the official English ULTRA reports for the Soviet authorities. Among them were the exact designations 
of the German units. This thus provided the Soviets with a reliable picture of the exact German order of 
battle. Cairncross resigned his post at Bletchley Park in May 1943 for nervous reasons and had himself 
transferred to London. Transfers of ULTRA material now continued through his agent colleagues Kim 
Philby, Donald McLean, Guy Burgess and Anthony Blunt. Incredibly, it was not until 1964 that the 
British secret service MI5 could say with certainty that John Cairncross had been a Soviet agent! It must 
be distinguished here therefore, which ULTRA knowledge the Soviets got "officially" and which came 
to Stalin on espionage and treason basis. To this day, much of what was picked up by ULTRA in the 
1940s remains secret. Peter Calvocovessi, RAF intelligence officer at Bletchley Park during the war, 
shared that just a great deal of what would be of greatest interest to the public will continue to remain 
secret. Questions arise - for the Germans, but also for the Russians! Even if we do not know for sure 
until today what part the knowledge of ULTRA contributed to the Russian victory over Germany, the 
Soviet military attaché in Great Britain, Ivan Skljarow, under his radio code name "Brion" had a part in 
it with his radio telegram transmissions. In 2002 it became known that also the Russians started their 
own "Enigma" decryption program in 1942. They were able to use captured "Enigma" copies with the 
corresponding encoding keys. Another help for the Soviet encryption experts might have been Polish 
findings until 1939 and the messages of Russian agents from Bletchley Park. Without computer help as 
in England, however, the "Enigma" successes of the Russians are unlikely to have been received in such 
a systematic, comprehensive and timely manner. Nevertheless, it is theoretically conceivable that the 


message about "Operation Spring Awakening" could have come from this source - provided it did not 
flow directly to the Soviets via German traitor circles. The question therefore inevitably arises as to why 
the German leadership did not get the idea earlier that the Allies had cracked their "Enigma" machines 
and could read their messages. In fact, as early as January 1943, Grand Admiral Dénitz had expressed 
grave suspicions that the >Enigma< was no longer secure. It was not until three months later that the 
Chief of Army Intelligence and Wehrmacht Intelligence Liaison at the Supreme Command of the 
Wehrmacht, General of the Intelligence Group Erich Fellgiebel, felt compelled to commission 

an investigation to verify the reliability of >Enigma<. As was to be expected, the result was that 
>Enigma< was still "completely safe"! 

Coincidentally, these investigations had been done by the people who had designed the >Enigma< 
system and thus could hardly take or wanted to take an objective point of view. English authors bring 
here the argument into play that this did not happen by chance. They argue that the resister Fellgiebel, 
with his intention to undermine the German war effort, deliberately allowed the investigations into the 
safety of >Enigma< to come to nothing. This highly controversial notion, according to the English 
author, would fit perfectly with Fellgiebel's character and other behaviors in those days.1 In fact, secret 
papy- re released in the 21st century by the U.S. National Security Agency (NSA) revealed that 
Fellgiebel had known about the insecurity of >Enig- ma< since 1939. 68 years secret: Did high German 
officers know that the Allies could read the >Enigma< machine? When Germany entered the war in 
1939, the country was equipped with arguably the most sophisticated radio communications 
organization in the world: a system that experts believe was instrumental in the blitzkrieg wars. The 
communications genius General Erich Fellgiebel was largely responsible. Crucial to the security of the 
system he created was the use of a supposedly spy-proof, because >unbreakable< coding machine called 
>Enigma<.2 All major organizations of the Third Reich, such as the Army, Air Force, Navy, Abwehr, 
SS, Foreign Office, up to and including the police and Reichsbahn, demanded and received their own 
networks of >Enigma< devices. It was not until the 1970s that the British authorities admitted that 
they had been successful in reading German >Enigma< codes during World War II. From then on, it 
was Clear that the Allies in East and West could gain war-decisive advantages from this, since they knew 
the German plans in advance. It seemed puzzling why it never occurred to the Germans during the war 
that their codes had long since been cracked and that the enemy was thus sitting at the radio table. 
During interrogations after the war, the German leaders left no doubt that they had been convinced of 
the absolute security of their >Enigma< secret codes. At the most, betrayal of single persons could have 
passed some things on to the Allies. Nobody assumed that the Allies would be able to read the codes 
systematically. Or did they? In 2007, the notorious American NSA (National Security Agency) released 
a sensational secret paper. It proved that the German officers responsible for radio communications 
knew relatively soon and reliably that the Allies were able to read >Enigma< messages.1 Already in 
1938, during the annexation of Austria and the invasion of the Czech Republic, first indications 
appeared that these countries were able to read >Enig- ma< messages at least partially. After the I 
conquest of Poland in 1939, the Germans found evidence, up to and including deciphered spellings, that 
a Polish organization called >Wicher< had cracked the supposedly so secure >Enigma<. The 
documents left no doubt that the Poles had been able to read the German >Enigma< cipher machine 
for several years before the war. The Poles' documents were sent to a captain named Kempe at the Army 
High Command. However, the latter did not forward the documents to his colleague Fenner at the 
OKW. The Navy also did not learn of the impending danger. The whole thing only led to some small 
changes in the display system and the plugs of the >Enigma<, then the matter was dropped under the 
table. One relied further on a coding machine, which the opponent could read demonstrably long ago! 
Then, in 1943, two Polish officers captured in France in 1940 offered the Germans the information that 


the Poles had already succeeded in cracking the >Enigma< messages several years before the war. These 
two officers, a major and a lieutenant colonel, became key witnesses when General Fellgiebel had to 
launch his investigation into the security of >Enigma< in 1943, mentioned elsewhere. Representatives 
of the OKM (Oberkommando Marine) were present as well as of the OKH (Oberkommando des 
Heeres). For these investigations, the two Poles were taken to a prisoner of war camp in Hamburg. The 
defense of Admiral Canaris >accidentally< spoiled the whole thing when it allowed the Poles to be 
together several days before the investigations began. This gave them a chance to get their stories 
straight on each other. Consequently, the questioning of the Poles yielded no further results for the 
Germans. Was this exactly what the Abwehr wanted? As a conclusion of the investigation, Fellgiebel 
announced that it had been possible that some of the >Enigma< traffic had been read by Allies in 
previous years. But this would presently no longer pose a threat. Nobody asked questions! The German 
High Command let itself be lulled by Fellgiebel into deceptive security, although they received further 
precise hints from other sides. In 1943, statements by an Allied soldier captured in North Africa and by a 
German officer who had also escaped from Allied captivity there led to further concrete evidence that 
the Allies were able to read German >Enigma< traffic. In the meantime, Admiral Canaris' Abwehr had 
also brushed off received agent reports from England that the Allies had long since solved the mystery of 
the >Enigma<. Allied prisoners of war even betrayed the English place Bletchley Park as the main base 
of >ULTRA<. A single German air attack would have been enough to silence >ULTRA<. Fellgiebel 
and Canaris did not follow up on these reports either. For safety's sake, the German Foreign Ministry 
had already contacted the Heimséd & Rinke company in 1942 and discussed the construction of a six- 
rotor enigma-capable deciphering machine called >SG42<. However, this was never completed. The 
read-proof insertable >Reflector-D< produced by the Luftwaffe as early as 1941 was rejected by the 
Army as too complicated, never introduced by the Navy, and misused by the Luftwaffe itself: Another 
>Enigma clock< introduced by the Luftwaffe was also misused and thus cracked by the Allies. The 
cryptographer Menser then developed the >SG39<, called "gap filler roller*. This device was ready for 
production in early 1943, with the appropriate manufacturing jigs already made. However, the decision 
to manufacture the >SG39< at Heimséd & Rinke was postponed, since the >Enigma< was still 
officially considered safe. Only after General Fellgiebel had been eliminated after July 20, 1944, could 
the 'key box* go into production in September 1944. The new >Enigma* machines with "gap-filler 
rollers* could then no longer be read by the Allies until the end of the war. In addition, other 
innovations were introduced whose transmissions could not be read by the enemy with the means 
available at the time. Much too late! So it becomes clear, why the American NSA released documents 
only in the year 2007, thus about 25 years after the disclosure of the >ULTRA® secret, that high 
German officers knew about the knack of the >Enigma< already since 1939, but did not make use of it. 
No one was to know that the Allies owed more than just a battle won to the men around Admiral 
Canaris as well as General Fellgiebel. Yes, some consider the exploitation of the 'UL- TRA* results by 
the Allies as decisive for the war. Is it true that the Germans cracked the most important Russian codes? 
After the war, Allied commanders such as General Marshall were not the only ones to repeatedly 
emphasize the importance of their own telecommunications reconnaissance for the entire Second World 
War. For his part, General Marshall said that solving the radio keys "was an important contribution to 
victory and to the preservation of the lives of many American soldiers." The former chief of the German 
General Staff, Franz Halder, also called telecommunications reconnaissance the "richest and best source 
of intelligence." Germany did not have "ULTRA* available like the Western Allies. A somewhat 
negative image of the performance of German radio reconnaissance therefore emerged in the postwar 
period. However, this has less to do with their results than with their implementation. Certainly, there 
was formally a coexistence of German reconnaissance services, whose effectiveness often went through 


strange administrative procedures up to the demonstrable obstruction of the development of suitable 
equipment by the leadership of German radio reconnaissance around General Fellgiebel. Nevertheless, 
the results of recent years show that the German Wehrmacht had an excellent radio reconnaissance 
service in the Army as well as in the Navy and Air Force up to the last day of the war. The Western 
Allies established via "ULTRA* that the Germans had succeeded in breaking into the Russian radio 
keys to a large extent as early as 1941. Thus it is known from Luftwaffe reconnaissance that it was 
possible to decipher largely everything up to the so-called >ZZZZ*-sayings of the Soviets - this often 
even faster than could be deciphered at the receiving Russian radio station. To decipher "ZZZZ*- 
sayings, on the other hand, has been solved only so far that a quarter could be deciphered after a longer 
time. So, while the significant "ZZZZZ*-sayings could not be read regularly, on the other hand, many 
special command networks and special radio networks, such as that of the Soviet long-range fighter 
units, have been read. In fact, after 1945, a "very thick book* was written on the soap of the former 
Western Allies, which deals with the German read-along of the Soviet radio keys. When asked when 
this book would be published for the interested public, an English expert answered in 1978: "Never!"1 
Thus it becomes clear that something important is to be hidden here. The deciphering of radio messages 
is one thing. Not passing on or passing on late as well as changing messages before passing them on or 
not reacting to the most secret Russian intentions deciphered by intelligence are the other. Nothing 
Heard - Was the passing of intelligence from German radio reconnaissance systematically manipulated? 
If the Germans were able to read Soviet radio keys, the question inevitably arises as to why so little use 
was made of them. By 1943 at the latest, German radio reconnaissance had reached such a high technical 
level that it could maintain unchallenged first place in obtaining intelligence on the Russian war effort. 
German radio reconnaissance in the East numbered 12000 soldiers, who reportedly missed nothing. Ten 
staffs of intelligence divisions, ten intelligence long-range reconnaissance companies, and ten intelligence 
close reconnaissance companies were in operation. In addition, there were five close reconnaissance 
companies.1 Even though the four Soviet fronts were ordered to "radio silence," the Red Air Force 
thought little of it because its various air armies and huge accumulations of aircraft could not be 
controlled and distributed without radio. The Land Army sent urgent messages over "secured telephone 
lines." However, these could be overheard, at least in part, by the Germans. In particular, the 
intelligence companies of the German armies had managed in numerous cases to crack the rather 
primitive keys that were used in the Red Army below the army level. It was completely 
incomprehensible that these German companies were forbidden to evaluate their intelligence captured 
on their own. Instead, they had to hand in their eavesdropping, direction finding and deciphering results 
as raw material to the Ic staffs of the armies. Only there could they be evaluated. The background to this 
measure was probably that the gentlemen at the Ic staffs, who very often belonged to the military 
resistance, could evaluate the incoming material in this way and, above all, control its forwarding to the 
front units and the high command. Attempts at manipulation were thus made easy. Inappropriate but 
correct intelligence could now easily "disappear" or be "forgotten." However, despite the ban, the radio 
decipherers of the close reconnaissance companies usually carried out their own evaluation, if only to be 
able to properly distinguish between the opposing forces. In this way, at least the immediately 
surrounding units could be forewarned in time of Russian attacks. The same game took place during the 
Normandy invasion in France. Here, too, incoming reports were withheld by the higher intelligence 
staffs concerned. It almost looks as if there was a >system< here. Chapter 7 Direct Aid to Stalin - 
Enemy Favoritism in the Interest of Higher Human Goals or Treason, Paid for with the Lives of 
Comrades? A) From high treason to treason "Regulate the war until the collapse of the regime . . one 
had enough confidants in command posts on the Eastern Front." Statement by former Colonel General 
Beck to Wilhelm Leu- schner, former Hessian Minister of the Interior at their second meeting in 1943.) 


Hitler's "two-front strategy" is undermined: was the fate of "Heeresgruppe Mitte< decided in France in 
May 1944? In view of the weakness of the German Eastern Front, Hitler and his closest advisors 
believed that the Western Allied invasion should be repulsed first. After an expected quick victory in 
the west, 30-35 divisions were to be thrown to the east and provide for a recapture of Ukraine. The 
starting point for this planned German offensive had to be the frontal arc at the "Heeresgruppe Mitte" 
(Army Group Central), which jutted far to the east.1 The high command thus saw another opportunity 
to bring about a quick decision of the war by a massive show of arms. Others had planned the exact 
opposite. Is the suspicion justified, then, that members of the military resistance were instead interested 
in a collapse of the Eastern Front as one of the preconditions for the desired collapse of the regime and 
therefore deliberately extended the doom resulting from the strategic mismanagement of "Heeresgruppe 
Mitte"? Did they intend in this way to bring about a catastrophe for German warfare that would make a 
continuation of the defensive struggle seem hopeless? There is some evidence that there was an exact 
date when the suffering for the soldiers of "Heeresgruppe Mitte" could have been set in motion. At the 
time, General Hans Speidel was one of the presumed main perpetrators of the German defeat in 
Normandy and a leading military conspirator. Speidel reported in the postwar period in his book 
Invasion 1944 that "on May 15, 1944, after preparatory meetings held by General Speidel at a country 
house in Mareil-Marly near St. Germain, an in-depth discussion took place among leading conspirators 
on the "measures necessary to end the war." After an overview of the political and military 
circumstances, the theoretical and practical preparations had been laid down there in detail. The General 
Quartermaster of the Army, General of Artillery Eduard Wagner, had also come to the command post 
of Army Group B in France to coordinate the necessary measures in the West with the preparations of 
the OKH (Army High Command) on the Eastern Front. Almost daily, he said, leading figures from the 
Reich arrived to "talk it out in the oasis of ROMMEL's staff with General Speidel, far from the clutches 
of the Gestapo." Also far from the gun smoke of the Eastern Front!1-2 As a result of the consultations, 
the evacuation of the Western territories, the return of the Western Army behind the Western Wall, 
and the handing over of the administration of the occupied territories to the Allies had been provided 
for in the form of a mobilization calendar. For the east, "a continuation of the fight, for this purpose 
holding a shortened eastern front in the approximate line Danube mouth, Carpathians, Lemberg, 
Vistula, Memel was determined. In addition immediate evacuation of Kurland and other >fortresses<. 
Preparations were to be accelerated so that action could be taken before the invasion began." Speidel 
concluded: "A firmly established Western Front was a precondition for all negotiations that became 
necessary. It was the unceasing concern of all." Ironically, however, Speidel and his allies were probably 
in reality working to defeat the German Western Army! The question, therefore, is what was then to 
happen to the Eastern Front. As far as the decision-making situation in the east was concerned, the 
German front in May 1944 was still far to the east of the finish line that the resistance circles had 
planned. Also, Kurland, which was to be "immediately evacuated," was not even threatened by the 
Soviets at that time, let alone a >fortress<. This was not the case until July 30, 1944. How did the 
conspirators know about this already on May 15, 1944? It is strange that Speidel did not notice this in 
the postwar period. Speidel certainly did not tell the truth about the fateful meeting in France. It seems 
that on this May day, over champagne and Bordeaux wines, not only the German defeat in the invasion 
battle was prepared, but also the fate of the "Heeresgruppe Mitte* was decided. All the strange "errors 
of leadership* in the East with the withdrawal of reserves and the denial of the increasingly numerous 
precise warnings of the march of the "Red Army* took place precisely after this date. Let us recall the 
withdrawal of the LVI Panzer Corps with its six powerful divisions on May 30, 1944 - exactly two 
weeks after the conspirators' meeting in Mareil-Marly! It also remains the secret of the initiators of the 
"Hermann Plan* how the units of the Wehrmacht were to march back united to the planned new 


"Eastern Front Line*. Without a heavy defeat of the German troops it would probably never have been 
possible to take back the front to the line planned by the resistance. That much more than a mere 
withdrawal of the front was intended here, however, can be seen from the fact that Henning von 
Tresckow sent alarm calls to relatives and friends in the east of the Reich after the beginning of 
"Operation Bagration* and asked them to flee.1 When the eastern front then began to waver, probably 
according to plan, in July 1944, a consistent attempt was made to perfect west-east coordination. When 
the conspirator Field Marshal von Kluge was appointed commander-in-chief of the Western Front by 
an unsuspecting Hitler, Major General von Tresckow tried to join von Kluge as the new chief of staff. 
The latter, however, did not want to let von Kluge take the reins of action out of his hands and rejected 
this change of chief of staff probably out of concern for von Tresckow's revolutionary dynamics. The 
latter, however, still did not want to give up. Therefore, the co-conspirator Lieutenant Colonel Georg 
Freiherr von Boeselager was given the task of summoning von Kluge to open the Normandy Front and 
strike against Hitler. At that time, the Normandy Front was still holding stubbornly against the Western 
Allies despite all the sabotage and treachery, while in the East, Stalin's armored armies were rolling 
seemingly inexorably westward. The field marshal saw little chance for action against Hitler - given the 
"unreliability* of his staff loyal to Hitler. Instead, after sabotaging the German counterattack at 
Mortain, von Kluge tried in vain on his own to initiate the surrender of the Western Army. The plan, in 
view of the well-orchestrated collapse of the Eastern Front, to quickly surrender in the West as well by 
"tearing open gaps" against the Western powers had failed. Of course, German postwar historiography 
shies away from addressing this thorny chapter. Military specialists from the English-speaking world are 
more specific here: Basil Liddell Hart noted in his History of World War II that "conflicting 
information 

and orders were given by the conspirators to the various headquarters, and that on the Eastern Front as 
well as in the West the events of July 20 had considerable repercussions. "1 The enigmatic Grand Plan 
for the "orderly liquidation of the Eastern Front": secret background to the German summer catastrophe 
in White Russia to this day? It therefore remains to be clarified whether there is indeed an 
unconventional explanation for the "lightning-like collapse of "Heeresgruppe Mitte< in the summer of 
1944, as listed above. It is indisputable that a small group of high-ranking German officers, with 
misleading orders and other blunders, achieved very disastrous effects on the divisions under their 
command in the Central Section.2 Was this incompetence or intention? 

As late as August 1944, Colonel General Jodl at the Army High Command could not explain how it 
was possible that tanks and motorized troops of the 1st and 2nd Belorussian Armies under Sakharov and 
Rokossovsky, which had advanced north of the Pripyets Marshes, could reach Stolpce, 65 km west of 
Minsk, through the dividing line between the 4th and 9th German Armies on July 1, which itself fell 
the next day. Rokossowski's motorized troops had advanced 270 km in nine days. Certainly, the fact 
that the Stavka, the Russian headquarters, had received a detailed plan of the German central front from 
Switzerland in June 1944 played a role in this.3 The withholding of replacements as putsch reserves at 
home was incomprehensible, but what about the inexplicable, seemingly senseless actions in Belarus? 
Was there even orchestration behind the scenes here? Without modern Russian sources, the truth would 
probably still be hidden. To the outside world, everything is denied today. Erika von Tresckow stated 
that her husband Henning von Tresckow, the head of the military conspiracy in the spring of 1944, 
believed that the Wehrmacht should surrender to the Anglo-American armies so that they, and not the 
Soviets, could occupy Germany. According to Tresckow's biographer Scheurig, his desire for the 
collapse of national German warfare applied to the West alone. In the East, the troops would have to 
defend their lines until peace was concluded. Decisively, von Tresckow had refused to take paths of 
favoring the enemy.1 Based on today's background knowledge, it is therefore necessary to take a look 


behind the scenes in the run-up to "Operation Bagration*. In May 1944, Field Marshal Keitel, General 
Jodl (Chief of the Wehrmacht Joint Staff) as well as General Zeitzler, Chief of the General Staff, 
wondered where and when the Red Army would attack next. General Heusinger, Chief of the 
Operations Department in the Army General Staff, had his own view on this: Stalin would continue in 
the south the offensive launched by Zhukov in the spring of 1944, but which had failed bloodily. The 
Soviet armies would then advance between the Carpathian Mountains and the Pripjet Marshes in the 
direction of Warsaw and the Vistula River. Jodl was not entirely of this opinion, but Hitler was 
persuaded by Heusinger's presentation. Thus, the main thrust of the future enemy attack was expected 
to be against the northern wing of "Army Group North Ukraine*. Nevertheless, Hitler expressed 
several times his concern regarding his own too weak forces of the 4th Army eastward Mogilev. He 
wished that an additional division be inserted there, but this never happened. Until the end, the Army 
High Command (OKH) stuck to its wrong assessment and initiated possible relief measures for the 
"Army Group Center* too late and insufficiently. Even after the beginning of the Soviet offensive on 
June 22, 1944 and its first great successes, the Army High Command held on to its erroneous assessment 
of the situation! This conspicuous - and deadly - stubbornness was encouraged by downplaying of 
leading officers in the "Army Group Center*. Only coincidences? This seems all the more astonishing 
since most of the details of the Soviet deployment in front of "Heeresgruppe Mitte" had been established 
in time by the Germans.1 Thus it became incomprehensibly possible that from "Heeresgruppe Mitte" 
15% of the divisions, 82% of the tanks, 23% of the assault guns, 50% of the 8.8 cm anti-tank self- 
propelled guns and 30% of the army artillery were withdrawn and transferred to the Northern Ukraine 
section. Many members of "Heeresgruppe Mitte" considered this a mad act, but could do nothing about 
it. This draws attention to General Heusinger.24 "Modern" Western military historians paint a rather 
superficial picture of General Heusinger, but one that overflows with praise. Heusinger attained the 
rank of major general on December 23, 1943, and lieutenant general on January 21, 1944. Representing 
Colonel General Kurt Zeitzler, he additionally assumed the function of Chief of the General Staff on 
July 10, 1944. However, General Adolf Heusinger was already suspected of military treason and 
conspiracy with the Western powers during the war. On December 15, 1966, the "diplomatic 
documents" were published in Washington, including the report of U.S. General Magruder, the former 
chief of American intelligence, on "all the schemes of the German resistance movement." In May 1944, 
these proposals had been submitted to Alan Dulles. Dulles was in Switzerland on behalf of the American 
intelligence service OSS. The content of these proposals was a coup against Hitler. General Magruder 
pointed out that "Zeitzler, the Chief of General Staff, had been won over to the plotters! plan by 
Generals Heusinger and Olbricht." The two generals recommended to Dulles an airborne assault on 
Berlin, with the support of the German Reserve Army. To this the U.S. replied that he did not think 
Britain and the United States could go into it without consulting the USSR. It is interesting to note 
how the winning of Zeitzler for the resistance proceeded. According to Valentin Falin, the US. State 
Department had given the Soviet Embassy in Washington a memorandum which stated, ".. . recently 
two emissaries of a group in Germany addressed official representatives of the United States in 
Switzerland on May 24, 1944, with a proposal to make an attempt to overthrow the Nazi regime." The 
letter also named the members of this opposition group, including German generals Halder, Zeitzler, 
Heusinger (Zeitzler's chief of staff), Olbricht (head of the General Hee- resamt), Falkenhausen, and 
Rundstedt. As for Zeitzler, it was said that Heusinger and Olbricht had won him over with the 
argument that he should participate in such a plan in order to achieve an orderly liquidation of the 
Eastern Front in this way and thus later escape an indictment for the military fiasco, which he greatly 
feared. Here is pronounced what is to be denied until today: the existence of a plan of high-ranking 
German officers for the "liquidation of the Eastern Front". Until now, modern German literature has 


only admitted that the concept of resistance included an understanding with the Soviets, in which von 
Tresckow and Heusinger "agreed on how to proceed". The concept of an "orderly liquidation" of the 
Eastern Front had been conveyed to the Americans earlier, in November 1943, via Hel- muth von 
Moltke in Turkey. In this case, Moltke had acted as a liaison for Admiral Canaris and other military 
officials who were seeking ways to coordinate their actions with the highest Allied command 
authorities. Moltke's considerations were summarized by OSS staff members Hans Wilbrandt and 
Alexander Riistow in a report to OSS Chief Donovan. Their report was entitled: "Expose on the 
Readiness of a Powerful German Group to Prepare and Support Allied Military Operations against Nazi 
Germany." This expose described the activities of a pro-Russia group and a pro-Western group. 
According to it, German oppositionists recognized the Allied demand for unconditional surrender as 
justified. Discussions about peace conditions before German surrender were premature. An important 
prerequisite for the success of the plan had been a continued intact Eastern Front, which, however, was 
at the same time to move into threatening proximity to the German border, such as the Tilsit-Lemberg 
line. Thus, according to the expose, a fear was to be generated among the German people that would 
justify radical measures. The fact that these foreign contacts were treasonous in character is unabashedly 
admitted in a statement by Fabian von Schlabrendorff, a leading member of the Resistance and a 
suspected member of the OSS. Thus, at his commemorative speech on July 20, 1957, in the courtyard of 
honor of the Bendlerblock in Berlin, von Tresckow's former leading staff member at Army Group 
Mitte and link to the conspirators' headquarters in Berlin candidly stated: "There is another accusation: 
the accusation of treason, because men of July 20 talked to foreign personalities during the war. Those 
who want to measure historical events with the Schneiderelle of the penal code may do so, but they 
forget that once the Reichsfreiherr vom Stein went to East Prussia at the head of Russian troops, not to 
establish Russian rule over Germany, but to make Germany independent. "12 As a member of the anti- 
French war party, Reichsfreiherr vom Stein had at that time driven his country into the catastrophe of 
the 1806 campaign against Emperor Napoleon, which was disastrous for Prussia. First driven into 
Austrian, then Russian exile, it was only after the defeat of the Grande Armee before Moscow that he 
was able to march into Prussia with Russian troops and "persuade" his still wavering King Frederick 
William III to change front against France. Did such a thing also occur to some leading representatives 
of the resistance? What a comparison!3 Henning von Tresckow, la of "Heeresgruppe Mitte" and later 
chief of staff of the 2nd Army on the central part of the Eastern Front, then also confirmed 

the conspirators' intention to cease fighting on the Eastern Front and to side with the "National 
Committee/Bund Deutscher Offiziere." Both associations of captured German soldiers and emigrants 
were children of purely Soviet origin. After re-education, the associations' activity consisted not only of 
incitement in writings, radio and loudspeaker propaganda broadcasts at the front. In fact, "turncoats" 
also had themselves smuggled through the front in German uniform to create confusion within the 
Wehrmacht and to carry out sabotage against their former comrades. Others actively intervened on the 
Russian side at the front. To compare such a traitorous behavior towards the fighting German front with 
the historical behavior of Prussian officers in the fight against Napoleon questions the true attitude of 
those involved! 

In this context, General Edgar Réhricht reported on a conversation he had with von Tresckow in his 
office on January 30, 1944. Here von Tresckow expressed his unreservedly positive attitude toward the 
leading Soviet collaborator, General Walter von Seydlitz, whom he described as a "nobleman." Von 
Tresckow went on to profess his support for the political "Anschluss" with the Soviet Union, saying, 
"He who usurps the law of action also determines the course." The principle that waiting and indecision 
weigh more heavily than a mistake in the choice of means does not only apply to the tactical area. In 
such a situation, the leap into the unknown must be dared! Did he mean the plan of the "orderly 


liquidation" of the Eastern Front with unconditional surrender to Stalin? The soldiers of the 
>Heeresgruppe Mitte* paid the price! Dr. Erich Bunke, in the post-war period President of the Dental 
Association of Lower Saxony and bearer of the Grand Cross of Merit of the Order of Merit of the 
Federal Republic of Germany, experienced first-hand how leading surviving members of the resistance 
publicly declared their support for exactly this concept: "If we think today of this insane act (of 
withdrawing the German tanks and artillery before the Russian major offensive in the area of 
>Heeresgruppe Mitte*, F. G.), lam reminded of a heated discussion in the winter semester of 1945 at 
the University of Géttingen, when a representative of the July 20 Group - a Colonel in the General 
Staff (ret.) von dem Bussche - declared: >We had to soften up the German people from their belief in 
National Socialism and in Hitler before the assassination attempt on Hitler. We did this by allowing 
perverse military plans to emerge and by misdirecting supplies. Only by losing battles would the people 
fall away from Hitler.*"1 Does it not now become explicable why General Heusinger fomented among 
Hitler and the German High Command the expectation of a major Russian offensive in the summer of 
1944 against the southern part of the Eastern Front, instead of taking seriously the actual danger against 
the > Army Group Center*? In 1966, the later Inspector General of the German Armed Forces 
admitted in a taped discussion that he had lied, manipulated and deceived his own leadership during the 
war. For example, Heusinger had settled many matters via the general staff channel with the relevant 
chiefs of general staff at the army groups, "which would not emerge from any files." If, for example, it 
was a question of wanting to take back a section of the front, Heusinger had called the chief concerned 
and told him to "prepare" this by reporting alleged Soviet "incursions" and so on. "There was deliberate 
lying here and deliberate steering onto a path that was (actually) not permissible." According to 
Heusinger, there would have been no other way to lead, since requests for the withdrawal of an army 
group would not have been approved by Hitler.1 But when the Chief of Operations of the General Staff 
admits that army groups in the East were repeatedly and systematically withdrawn by organized 
manipulations at the highest level, without it being necessary from the point of view of the enemy 
situation, questions arise. In the past, Heusinger was repeatedly mentioned behind closed doors as an 
American agent under the possible code name >Tetra<. However, nobody has been able to find out 
more details. General Heusinger had not been informed about the assassination attempt of July 20, 1944 
beforehand and was thus injured by Stauffenberg's bomb. He is said to have never forgiven the surviving 
July 20 conspirators for this in the post-war period. On July 23, 1944, the Gestapo arrested him in the 
military hospital, as there was strong suspicion that he had known about the preparations for the attack. 
After two months he was released again, since nothing concrete could be proven against him. Hitler, 
however, transferred him to the so-called "Fiihrer Reserve". Shortly before the end of the war, on 
March 25, 1945, Heusinger was appointed the first chief of the newly created Wehrmacht Card Office. 
Together with former Lieutenant General Hans Speidel, who as Rommel's Chief of Staff attracted 
attention through suspicious activities, Lieutenant General Adolf Heusinger quickly made a career in 
the new Federal Republic after 1945. After working for the "Organization Gehlen*, the first West 
German intelligence service, he joined the new Bundeswehr. This proves that the former chief of the 
Operations Department in the German General Staff was capable of intelligence work. On June 1, 1957, 
Adenauer appointed Heusinger the first Inspector General of the Bundeswehr. In 1961, he became 
chairman of NATO's standing military committee in Washington for three years. This is proof of the 
great trust Heusinger enjoyed with the Americans! In December 1961, the Soviet Union had 
unsuccessfully demanded that the U.S. extradite Heusinger for alleged war crimes. On April 1, 1964, 
the presumed wanderer between the worlds of the Third Reich, the USA and the Federal Republic of 
Germany retired. He took the secret about the planned "orderly liquidation of the Eastern Front" in 
1944 and his alleged role in it to his grave on November 30, 1982. However, not all of West Germany's 


officials at the time were willing to keep quiet about the role of certain personalities in the new 
Bundeswehr. For example, former Bavarian Interior Minister Junker declared in Schrobenhausen at the 
end of 1962: "We who have taken the rap for years at the front would be very stupid if we now 
entrusted our sons to a Bundeswehr in whose highest echelons treason can be committed." The concept 
of "orderly liquidation of the Eastern Front" was to play a tragic role for hundreds of thousands of 
German soldiers in those summer days of 1944. In addition to tremendous human losses in the greatest 
defeat in German history, "Heeresgruppe Mitte< had forfeited all of its war materiel. On July 2, 1944, 
the leading representative of the military resistance, General Stieff, reported to his wife, ". . All of 
Germany will be occupied. On June 23 and 24, the Eastern Front is broken, with my old 4th Army. 
That is the end. It will last another three months at the most." The next day a meeting was held at 
Generalquartiermeister Wagner's in Berchtesgaden, attended by Stieff, Wagner, Fellgiebel, Lindemann, 
and Zeitzler's former aide-de-camp.1 The strange actions of some high German officers so helped to 
exceed the already high expectations of the Soviet High Command for "Operation Bagratiom. Within a 
month, by July 20, the Red Army had advanced into the Kovno-Brest-Litvosk area. Just one week later, 
the Soviets were on the Vistula and in front of East Prussia. The "Hermann Plan* sent its regards! The 
"liquidation of the Eastern Front" began to take shape, though not in the orderly fashion supposedly 
planned: Some divisions of the Wehrmacht had been so completely shattered by the end of "Operation 
Bagration* that hardly a man emerged. For example, the OKH processing center in 
Rudolfstadt/Thuringia had the entire East Prussian 206th Infantry Division with its approximately 
12,000 soldiers declared dead or missing. The exact individual losses of the Wehrmacht will probably 
never be explained. The result was the annihilation of three German armies in the Vitebsk-Bobruisk- 
Minsk triangle in the incredibly short period of only 17 days. In the highest circles of the Third Reich, 
attempts were made to explain the seemingly inexplicable "flash collapse*, and treason and sabotage 
were brought into play - without grasping the real background. Reichsfiihrer SS Heinrich Himmler 
expressed this on August 3, 1944, at a Gauleiter conference in Posen: "In this collapse of the 
"Heeresgruppe Mitte* we must be clear that something monstrous has happened here. For it cannot be 
explained by normal means that an army group with 28 divisions should fall apart like sand and litter. "1 
The "liquidation of the Eastern Front" longed for by the conspirators almost came to pass in the summer 
of 1944. In fact, as early as July 8, 1944, when the breakup of "Army Group Center* loomed, Marshal 
Zhukov had proposed in Moscow a bold maneuver that, concentrating all forces, would have resulted in 
the separation of the entire northern wing of the German eastern front. The German front, on which 
Zhukov's next attack was to be directed, was then virtually stripped of all soldiers. A Russian advance as 
far as Danzig would have been within the realm of possibility in July 1944. Stalin, however, rejected this 
"risk* and did not allow Marshal Rokossowski to turn north with part of his troops until July 27 (!), 
1944. But even this much too late and no longer with full force led Soviet thrust still meant a huge 
danger from the German point of view. That the Russian troops, exhausted after weeks of fighting with 
heavy losses, would have had a good chance to end the war in the east against an almost non-existent 
German defense at the beginning of July 1944 if they had concentrated their forces, 

despite overstretched supply lines, is seriously discussed by experts. At about the same time, only several 
coincidences prevented Field Marshal von Kluge, who had been transferred to Normandy by Hitler 
without knowledge of his conspiratorial activities, from allowing the German Western Army to 
surrender to the Anglo-Americans. There, over 100000 German soldiers had fallen in a battle against the 
invaders that the Third Reich could well have won. In White Russia, there were another 280000 to 
350000 casualties. Despite these terrible defeats in the East and West, the German people did not fall 
away from their leadership as the conspirators expected. The fact is that the scope of the conspiracy in 
"Heeresgruppe Mitte" has never been fully uncovered to this day. When the Gestapo did not report to 


Hitler the existence of a conspiracy on the staff of the defunct "Army Group Center" until August 15, 
1944, many names did not appear in the investigation files. Certainly, this saved the lives of many 
conspirators. At the same time, this allowed the continuation of acts of treason and sabotage by persons 
in key positions who had remained unidentified. One need only recall General Gehlen's "Fremde Heere 
Ost" division. "Fremde Heere Ost" survived the purges after the failed assassination attempt completely 
unscathed. Even Panzer General Walther K. Nehring, deputy leader of the 4th Panzer Army since July 
2, 1944, mentioned that he had never been approached about the "problem" by his own Chief of Staff, 
General Georg Schulze-Biittger, a leading member of the conspiracy, and had been taken completely by 
surprise by July 20. Nevertheless, his wife Annemarie recalled that Nehring had spent a lot of time in 
the boiler room of their apartment building in Wunsdorf during his home leave in August 1944, 
burning incriminating papers.1 All just coincidences! 

B) Fact or Myth: Stalin's Black-White-Red Legion - Did Traitors Form a Germ Cell of the Later 
GDR? Germans against Germans: the concealed truth about the actions of the NKFD and BDO In 
Krasnogorsk near Moscow, German prisoners of war of the 6th Army destroyed at Stalingrad and 
communist emigrants had founded a "National Committee* with the programmatic title "Free 
Germany* (NKFD) in July 1943. The founding meeting was attended by about 300 people. The writer 
Erich Weinert gave the keynote address, in which he advocated saving the German fatherland by 
overthrowing Hitler and recalled the German-Russian brotherhood in arms in the wars of liberation 
against Napoleon. He also appealed to the patriotism of the Germans under the sign of the black-white- 
red flags of the Empire, with which the hall was also decorated.1-4 The founding manifesto of the 
NKED was published in the first number of the newspaper Freies Deutschland, which was also intended 
to stir German nationalist feelings among officers and soldiers of the Wehrmacht through its black- 
white-red layout. Among the signatories of the manifesto were the writer and later culture minister of 
the GDR, Johannes R. Becher, as well as the former Reichstag deputies of the KPD, Wilhelm Pieck and 
Walter Ulbricht, who had emigrated to Moscow. The two went on to careers after the war as president 
of the GDR and general secretary of the SED. Soviet officers and German Communist émigrés 
promoted the goals of the NKFD among captured German officers in the summer of 1943. Finally, in 
September 1943, some German generals found themselves willing to turn against Hitler from captivity. 
Following a Soviet suggestion, they founded the "Bund Deutscher Offiziere*. The members had been 
lured, among other things, by the promise that the Soviet Union would support the territorial 
continuation of Germany within the borders of 1937 if the Officers' League could bring about a coup 
d'état against Hitler. Generals, as well as lower ranks, could be won over to the Officers' League (which 
was merged with the NKFD immediately after its founding). Because of accusations of treason, the 
NKFD and BDO were not recognized as resistance organizations in West Germany for a long time. In 
the GDR, on the other hand, they were glorified until 1989 as the epitome of "cross-class" resistance to 
"HiTLER fascism." Today, in the times of the prevailing "political correctness", NKFD and BDO are 
gladly given a clean bill of health. But were the actions of both organizations against their former 
comrades really limited to harmless political propaganda and appeals, as it is said today?1 German 
"turncoats" in the final battle - did they really exist? In fact, the Soviets used a larger number of former 
German POWs and émigrés in both covert and overt combat operations. Thousands of Germans 
actually served in this way in the "National Committee of Free Germany" and the "League of German 
Officers" against their own countrymen. The official German side referred to these people as 
"SEYDLiTZ soldiers." In the fall of 1943, direct actions began. When it came to defending the western 
bank of the Dnieper River of Destiny, the 304th I-D. witnessed boats with black-white-red flags and 
crews singing the Germany Song attempting to cross the river. Stalin's "black-white-red legion" was 
repelled by fire.2 Perfidious actions by "turncoats" to trap unsuspecting trapped German units in White 


Russia in the summer of 1944 have been reported earlier.3 As the 1945 war unfolded on German soil, 
many of these Communist sympathizers and anti-Nazi soldiers became more active. Reich Minister 
Goebbels wrote in his diary on March 15, 1945, that the "National Committee of Free Germany" 
would also exercise propaganda for the first time in Berlin. Its members would often appear at front 
sectors where Soviet attack activity was coming to a halt, and would be used to weaken targets before 
the attack. In some cases, they would even have had a marked effect at the tactical and even operational 
levels.4 In March 1945, reports were received from numerous front sectors that officers of the "National 
Committee Free Germany< were appearing in their old Wehrmacht uniforms as leaders of Soviet 
advance divisions. They had also taken over the interrogation of German prisoners of war, in which they 
distinguished themselves by particular violence. But this was not all: On April 18, 1945, attacking 
"Seydlitz< soldiers in German uniforms inflicted heavy casualties among the completely surprised 
Wehrmacht units near Markersdorf before they could be brought to a halt by assault guns of SS- 
Panzer-Jager-Abteilung 32. An enemy attack wave in German uniforms was also reported at Lietzen. 
Whether the black-white-red armband was worn here as well is unknown. The German leadership's 
fear of the "Seydlitz-Soldatem took on such overtones that on March 1, 1945, the Focke FA-223 
helicopter V 51 was ordered by the Fuehrer to fly into the trapped fortress of Graudenz at night to bring 
three captured "Seydlitz- Soldatem to Berlin for interrogation. The FA-223 did not complete the 
mission. Instead, a "Wende- hals< prisoner was flown out on a Fieseier >Storch<.1 In Graudenz, the 
NKED, through Major Bechler and the former Luftwaffe pilot Graf von Einsiedel, had promised the 
prisoners good treatment and a quick return home after the war in the event of surrender. When the 
occupation of Graudenz broke out, some stayed behind and continued to hold out. After a new offer 
from the NKFD, the last defenders then capitulated to the "Seydlitz soldiers*. However, despite all 
previous assurances, the prisoners were treated very badly and did not see their homeland again for many 
years, if at all.1 All that the NKFD promised were just propaganda lies! Due to the appearance of the 
>Seydlitz soldiers< during the months of March and April 1945, the Wehrmacht was often misled, so 
that the "Army Group Vistula* was telegraphed from Berlin for increased vigilance. When the situation 
in the Halbe Cauldron was at a dead end, many "Seydlitz soldiers* were sent into the woods by the 
Soviets to confuse and demoralize the surviving German troops and, as had been the case with 
"Heeresgruppe Mitte* in the summer of 1944, to lure them into Soviet ambushes or captivity. In doing 
so, the "Seydlitz* troops appeared as staff officers, police officers or forestry officers of the area. Often, 
however, they were recognized by their new, impeccable uniforms and executed. One survivor of the 
war later reported such encounters: "German uniforms with white armbands, whoever couldn't throw 
them away fast enough got caught. A general shouted to me, 'Hey, you from the SS, come over here 
and shoot this man!* My reply was, 'General, you have enough soldiers there who can shoot this man.* 
I then went on with my men." In the air, too, there was fighting by Germans against Germans.2 Thus, 
in April 1945, "Seydlitz pilots* with captured Fok- ke-Wulf Fw-190s entered the final battles over 


Berlin and on the Oder |. They flew with black-white-red cockades on the fin and red stars on the 
fuselage and under the wings. This led to many a tragic casualty among the completely surprised pilots 
of the German Luftwaffe. For example, on April 11, 1945, Staftelkapitin Oberleutnant Stahl of JG 301 
fell over Berlin against Russian-German fighters. Oberfihnrich Ludwig Bracht, the this >Seydlitz- 
Angehérige< (German pilots) with Fw-190, beam crosses with hammer and sickle on the fuselage. 
They also attack us over Berlin. We are completely surprised by these machines." Russian-German 
pilots also appeared in the Eberswalde area with their Focke-Wulf fighters. On April 18, 1945, a Seyd- 
litz Fw-190 was shot down by the Germans and, devastated, recovered. The report stated succinctly: 
"April 18 Berlin Luftwaffe Command Number 30: Fw-190 with red bar cross under wings, Soviet star 


on fuselage and black-white-red cockade on tail unit, registration confirmed by shooting down. Pilot - 
presumably German - dead." Up to now, 

it was only ever said in a trivializing way that there had been about a dozen >Antifa planes< on the 
Soviet side, which had been used by former German prisoners of war for the harmless dropping of 
leaflets unarmed. These are said to have been used in the Riga area as well as over the Breslau fortress. 
After the war, at a press conference in East Berlin on July 2, 1954, Field Marshal Paulus had emphasized 
the "patriotic efforts of pilots of the former German Air Force to save people." Of course, Paul forgot to 
mention that during these "rescue missions" turncoats shot down their own comrades. Regardless of 
whether their missions are seen today as treason or heroic deeds, many members of the >National 
Committee Free Germany” seized their chance after the end of the war and became the nucleus of the 
former GDR. Were there direct agreements between conspirators and Soviets? While there were direct 
talks between the conspirators and the Western Allies in the run-up to the Normandy invasion, the 
situation on the Eastern Front was much more confused. As early as the spring of 1941, the Soviet 
intelligence services NK VD/NKGB were clear about the existence of an anti-Hitler opposition. Due to 
their Anglo-American fixation at the time, however, they viewed the activities of the military resistance 
from Russia with considerable suspicion.1 While the Soviet Union repeatedly sought talks with the 
official Third Reich until 1945, there is no convincing evidence that any talks or agreements were made 
with the generals of the resistance in the German Reich. However, the double agent Edgar Klaus 
reported to the OSS agent Victor that he had been in close contact with the generals conspiring against 
Hitler for years to facilitate their peace feelers to the East. Unfortunately, no concrete evidence of this 
was found, so that these could also be protective claims by Klaus. At that time, Klaus feared his 
deportation to the Soviet Union, and not without good reason. It is known, however, that Germany's 
last ambassador in Moscow, the Wider Standler Werner Graf von der Schulenburg, wanted to be 
smuggled through the German lines in August 1943 for a discussion with Stalin in order to present the 
opposition's peace proposals. The trip never took place. While von Tresckow and leading German 
opposition figures such as von Stauffenberg, full of disappointment at the attitude of the Western 
powers, increasingly decided to join the East in the spring of 1944,2 there is no evidence that the 
Russians or the "Officers' Committee Bund deutscher Offiziere*, which was close to them, or the 
"National Committee Freies Deutschland* had made active contact with the Resistance before July 20, 
1944. Shortly after the failed attempt on Hitler's life, Major General Joachim Kuhn defected to the 
Russians on July 27, 1944. However, Kuhn, a defector, did not do so on behalf of the officers of the 
military resistance, but to evade his arrest after the failed assassination attempt. As one of the leading 
collaborators around von Stauffenberg, Kuhn had procured the English explosives.1-6 After his 
discovery by the German authorities, Kuhn was given the opportunity by his superior, General von 
Ziehlberg, against explicit orders from Berlin, to evade arrest by committing suicide. Instead, Kuhn 
defected to the enemy, who immediately locked him up in a special camp - before the NK VD realized 
who they had in front of them. For Kuhn's escape, General von Ziehlberg was shot for 
"insubordination" on February 2, 1945. Major Kuhn immediately disclosed all his knowledge of the 
conspiracy to Soviet intelligence. Of particular interest to the Russians were his statements concerning 
the participants in the conspiracy known to Kuhn, or rather the officers and members of the elite 
sympathizing with the conspiracy, who had managed to escape detection after July 20 and in some cases 
had held leading military posts in the Third Reich until the very end. Here one could hook in! 

Among them were Field Marshal von Brauchitsch, Field Marshal von Kiichler, Colonel General 
Zeitzler, General Wéhler, Colonel General Halder, General Heusinger, Reich Minister von Neurath, 
Duke von Ratibor, General Stapf, General Késtring as well as Embassy Counselor von Wittenfeld. 
Whether the Soviets established contacts with the persons concerned on the basis of the defector's 


statements is not known, but it is quite conceivable. Here we must wait for the publication of the 
corresponding Russian secret files. Especially General Wohler (later "Heeresgruppe Siid< in Hungary) 
might have interested Stalin's secret service very much. On February 17, 1945, according to Kuhn's 
information (according to other sources, together with Kuhn personally present there), Soviet 
intelligence officers found several metal cans buried in the ground by Kuhn on Stauffenberg's 
instructions in the fall of 1943 at the former headquarters of the Army High Command in Mauerwald 
near Rastenburg in East Prussia. Inside them were crucial secret key documents of the conspiracy against 
Hitler. During all this time, Kuhn also carried out active "operative work" with the Russian intelligence 
men. This probably meant direct activity by Kuhn against his former comrades. After the war, when the 
former major was being prepared as a reward for his repatriation to East Germany as a future employee 
in the new administration of the Soviet zone, Kuhn is said to have expressed in a private conversation 
that further cooperation with the Soviets was a great burden to him. He would rather go to the 
Americans. Because of this statement, he was sent to prison and had to serve a sentence of several years. 
This time he could not change sides so easily! The Russians kept the statements of von Stauffenberg's 
leading collaborator secret for decades. As a general staff officer, Kuhn was subordinate to Count 
Stauffenberg until March 1944. Incidentally, Joachim Kuhn was engaged to von Stauffenberg's cousin 
Maria. It was only after the demise of the old Soviet Union that Russian scholars brought the KuHN 
papers to light, pointing to the "dramatic dilemma" faced by members of the German resistance: "On 
the one hand, they sought to overthrow the "Nazi government* in order to make peace and avert 
national catastrophe; on the other, they promoted the defeat of their own country in the war in order to 
bring about the fall of Hit- lerism." Former German Chancellor Helmut Kohl received parts of the 
Kuhn dossier as a gift back in 1997. A direct publication, however, probably did not seem opportune to 
the chancellor at that time. The matter of "promoting the defeat* of one's own country might have 
caused problems. C) Did forces in the background prevent a possible peace of understanding between 
Stalin and Hitler in 1943-45? Who stopped a German-Soviet settlement in the spring of 1943? As early 
as January 1943, the Soviet ambassador to Sweden, Mrs. Kollontai, had expressed her desire for an 
armistice and negotiations with Germany to the Swedish air force attaché in Moscow in the presence of 
military attaché Nikitushev. On February 20, 1943, an article in Pravda pointed in the same direction. 
In fact, there was direct contact between German and Soviet diplomats in Sweden in April 1943. Three 
German representatives, whose names are unknown, and the Soviet diplo- mats Nikitin, Taradin, and 
Jarcew are said to have met afterwards at a country estate outside Stockholm. At one point the 
Stockholm envoys of both sides Thomsen (Germany) and Kollontai (Soviet Union) also took part in 
these talks. The talks lasted several days.1 It is interesting to note what caused the talks to break down at 
the last minute. Henry Picker reported on this that he, on behalf of his Berlin friend Dr. Helmut 
Pfeiffer, himself Secretary General of the International Chamber of Justice, told Hitler's secretary 
Bormann about a separate peace offer Stalin had just made in Stockholm. Bormann had been blindsided 
by the fact that Foreign Minister von Ribbentrop had trivialized the matter to the Fihrer's headquarters. 
Bormann was extremely taken with Picker's communications and told him confidentially that Hitler 
was telling him day after day how he longed for a peaceful exit from the increasingly escalating Second 
World War. Then something went wrong!2 Bormann gave Picker the hint in late April 1943 to go into 
hiding as soon as possible in the million-man army of the German Wehrmacht, since he had not 
prevailed with Hitler in his plea for acceptance of the Soviet offer of a separate peace of March 1943. 
Himmler and Ribbentrop had opposed. But the decisive factor, he said, was that Admiral Canaris's 
defenses, with misdirected information, had increased Hitler's doubts about the Kremlin's sincerity: 
According to this, Stalin would take advantage of the German Reich's state of suspended animation due 
to the war to subjugate all of Europe, despite the peace treaty recognition of the German borders of July 


1941. The spring talks in Stockholm then failed because of these lies of the Abwehr. Probably not 
without reason, the German negotiators in Sweden had tried to keep the whole thing secret from the 
Abwehr of Admiral Canaris. Canaris learned of the peace negotiations in Sweden only through his 
London sources.3 Because of the inadequate reaction of the official authorities of the Third Reich, the 
peace negotiations were broken off by the Soviet side at the beginning of May 1943. Picker then also 
regretted in his postwar writings that Hitler had thus probably missed his best chance in the spring of 
1943 to emerge from World War II with a still powerful "Greater German Reich." But that was 
probably exactly what Admiral Canaris, England's lobbyist, did not want. For whom, in the summer of 
1943, was the danger of a special peace between Hitler and Stalin "one of the greatest evils"? In the first 
half of September 1943, as 

the former émigré Wolfgang Leonhardt reported, he received from his then editor-in-chief of the 
newspaper Freies Deutschland in the Soviet Union, Rudolf Herrnstadt, an article entitled 
"Waffenstillstand - Das Gebot der Stunde" (Armistice - The Need of the Hour). This article 
represented, in effect, an offer of an armistice by the Soviet Union to the official agencies of the Third 
Reich government! It was clear that such an editorial could only have been >initiated< by the very 
highest Russian authorities.1 Behind this was the fact that on the Russian side there was also in 1943 a 
serious willingness to reach a peaceful settlement under conditions that were quite acceptable to the 
Third Reich. These efforts probably reached their peak in the summer of that year. Peter Kleist, 
Ribbentrop's confidant and Russia expert, traveled to Sweden in June 1943. At the Baltic resort of 
Saltsjsbaden, he met Aleksandrov, a Soviet official of the People's Commissariat for Foreign Affairs. 
This happened under the mediation of the double agent Edgar Clauss, who worked simultaneously for 
the German and for the Soviet side. The secret meetings continued until July 1943. Edgar Clauss assured 
his German interlocutor Peter Kleist that a ceasefire between Berlin and Moscow could be reached 
within eight days if Germany gave in. He knew how to arrange the necessary.2-3 In the meantime, the 
Soviet Union had realized that it was being deliberately stalled by the Western powers and that the 
Third Reich could still bring undreamed-of military forces to bear. The hopeful contacts for a peace 
settlement, however, just like those of March 1943, came to nothing again. To make sure that 
Alexandrov's offer was indeed conveyed to the German government, Clauss had also communicated it 
to the German military attache in Stockholm. The Attache passed the message on to his boss, Admiral 
Canaris! This was the crucial mistake: Canaris reported to Hitler that the Jew Clauss had declared that 
the Jew Aleksandrov was in Stockholm waiting for a German negotiator. Canaris knew how to act with 
Hitler. Hitler, alluding to the alleged Jewish ancestry of Clauss and Aleksandrov claimed by Canaris, is 
said to have called the Stockholm contact attempt of the summer of 1943 a brazen Jewish provocation 
and reacted with a fit of rage. The Soviets, however, still did not give up, and in August 1943 Stalin 
again felt for peace in Stockholm. Count von der Schulenburg learned of this in August 1943 at the 
latest. The last German ambassador in Moscow was convinced that if Stalin, a "cold calculator," was 
already granting Hitler chances, he had to grant them all the more to his opposition. Schulenburg sensed 
a good opportunity for communication and was willing to let himself be smuggled through the German 
lines for a talk with Stalin. Von Tresckow shared von der Schulenburg's thinking. He understood that 
Moscow was making constructive proposals while the Western powers were stubbornly and ominously 
silent.1 Schulenburg had been agitated by the fact that Foreign Minister Joachim von Ribbentrop had 
actively put out feelers to the Russians by sending Rudolf Likus to Stockholm and by persuading Peter 
Kleist to make new efforts in mid-August. Clauss announced that the former Soviet ambassador in 
Berlin, Dekanosov, would come to Sweden on September 12, 1943, in the hope of meeting a German 
negotiator. In contrast to the peace attempts of the preceding months, Hitler, according to Ribbentrop, 
was not so dismissive this time: the Filhrer, he said, had got down to a map with the Reich Foreign 


Minister and had outlined a possible demarcation line on which agreement could be reached with 
Stalin.2 These were the prospects that alarmed people like von der Schulenburg and von Tresckow. 
According to Erika von Tresckow, the general feared the danger of a special peace between Hitler and 
Stalin, especially in 1943 - "for him one of the greatest evils, which therefore had to be averted quickly." 
To this day, it remains completely obscure what or who caused the September 1943 contact attempt to 
fail. The Russian archives remain silent about the details to this day. But it is obvious that the German 
side was responsible. The "great evil" was averted! 

The price was paid by the millions of soldiers and civilians who still had to give their lives on both 
sides of the front after the summer of 1943. That Hitler struggled desperately to reach a decision on the 
settlement is sufficiently attested. But Foreign Minister von Ribbentrop waited in vain to be entrusted 
with official negotiations. Guided by "unknown influences," Germany's leadership also let this 
extraordinary opportunity pass by unused. This is all the more astonishing because Hitler was able to 
recognize strategic opportunities until the very end. A prolongation of the war of annihilation between 
the two largest European land powers could ultimately only serve the interests of England and 
America.1 According to the statements of his daughter Svetlana, Stalin is said to have regretted strongly 
several times later: "Oh, together with the Germans we would have been unbeatable!"2 In mid- 
September 1943, after the pagination for the aforementioned issue of the newspaper Freies Deutschland 
had already been completed to such an extent that printing could begin the following night, editor-in- 
chief Rudolf Herrnstadt came storming into the Soviet printing plant around midnight, took the proof 
of the first page and muttered something about a "small change." When he returned the paper, the title 
of the editorial had been changed. All hints of a truce had been replaced by the editor with new, 
completely different wording. Was there a tragic connection between July 20 and a failed peace offer? 
At the end of June 1944, a number of German diplomats in Sweden sought contacts with the Soviet 
embassy. This time, unlike in 1943, it was a matter of serious peace feelers from the German side. 
Considering the dire situation on the fronts, this was not surprising. At the same time, when the Soviet 
Union had successfully launched "Operation Bagration*, there were negotiations in Stockholm between 
the German Russia specialist of the Foreign Office Peter Kleist as well as the first embassy councilor 
Semyonov and the military attaché Nikitushev. However, on the eve of "Unternehmen Walkiire*", on 
July 19, 1944, the English BBC announced that the negotiations had failed. The English broadcaster also 
immediately disclosed to the public all the German negotiating partners of the Russians involved. 
Interestingly, however, to the alarm of the Western allies, the Soviet Union declared that it did not 
know a Dr. Peter Kleist.1-2 Despite the BBC report, the peace negotiations between Germany and the 
Soviet Union had not broken off in the summer of 1944. On July 18, 1944, the German diplomat and 
former embassy attaché in London, Dr. Fritz Hesse, learned that a few days earlier the Japanese 
Ambassador Oshima had presented the Japanese Tenno's offer to broker a peace between Hitler and 
Stalin if he so desired. Did the Russians want to send messages to Hitler here again as before through the 
King of Bulgaria in 1941? Hitler wanted to discuss his answer with Mussolini, who was to arrive in East 
Prussia on July 20, 1944. For this purpose, he summoned his most experienced eastern experts, the 
former ambassador in Moscow von der Schulenburg and his embassy counselor and economic expert 
Gustav Hilger. In addition, a number of other personalities were heard. Embassy Councillor Hilger 
claimed that behind the alleged offer of negotiations were hidden intentions to defraud the Japanese, and 
expressed the opinion that Stalin would never come to an understanding with Hitler. Von der 
Schulenburg wanted to persuade Hitler, as he had done in 1943, but to let him negotiate with Moscow 
himself. Since von der Schulenburg and Hilger had already betrayed the planned German attack to the 
Soviets on May 19, 1941, and had demanded that the Red Army prepare for battle, both were hardly 
the appropriate negotiating partners to initiate a settlement that would preserve the interests of the 


German government. Hesse was also informed in Berlin of a meeting between Russians and resistance 
circles. In fact, according to Gise- vius, a representative of Stauffenberg is said to have been in 
Stockholm in the summer of 1944 in order to make peace with the Russians after a successful coup 
d'état. Unfortunately, the Russian files remain completely silent on this to this day. Von der 
Schulenburg told Hesse at the time: "It looks as if I will have no choice but to take over the negotiations 
with Moscow myself. Incidentally, I have briefly given notice to the gentlemen in Berlin (the July 20 
conspirators - note, F. G.) and informed them of this, so that they will not fall too much from their 
chairs when they receive the news about the coming negotiations." In fact, von der Schulenburg had 
called the head of the conspirators, Count von Stauffenberg, and told him, "Hitler is about to come to 
an understanding with Stalin. There is an offer from Moscow, which the Japanese have delivered. But 
do not worry, I will see what I can do to play the matter into my hands!" The effect of the telephone 
call must have hit like a bomb. From the looks of it, it tempted the conspirators to act immediately. No 
sooner had von der Schulenburg called him on July 18 than von Stauffenberg went to General Wagner. 
Together they took the final decision to assassinate. The apparent hurry in view of the upcoming 
negotiations between Stalin and Hitler can be seen from the fact that General Wagner not only provided 
Stauffenberg with his plane for the flight to Rastenburg, but also immediately informed the other 
conspirators that "action must be taken immediately. With the failure of the hasty assassination attempt 
of July 20, 1944, ironically, the Japanese 

peacekeeping mission was also aborted. In the first days after the assassination, Hitler mistakenly 
believed that the attack had been ordered by Stalin. After his conversation with Mussolini, therefore, he 
told Japanese Ambassador Oshima that he would unfortunately have to decline the offer of mediation 
with the Soviets. One of the many tragic consequences of July 20, 1944, is that the assassination may 
have prevented promising peace negotiations with the USSR by only a few days. No end at the end of 
the war? Betrayal by England? The Drama of the Last Rescue Convoys from Courland Until May 
1945, a German army group held on in Courland against multiple Russian superiority. In a dramatic 
effort, on the last day of the war, ship crews and Air Force volunteers from transport squadrons, bomber 
and reconnaissance units tried to evacuate as many people as they could in the face of surrender. This 
was a matter of wounded soldiers and civilian refugees. Everyone knew what awaited the unfortunates 
should they fall into Russian hands - especially the women! Since no larger transport ships were to be 
expected, only small and smallest seagoing vessels remained. Five convoys of 98 ships, ranging from 
speedboats to fishing cutters, had already set sail around May 7, when word got out that the Army 
Group would not lay down its arms on May 9, as planned, but already on May 8 at 2 p.m., as ordered. 
Now it came to a final show of strength. Once again, a convoy of mostly unarmed passenger ships 
together with some smaller Kriegsmarine units had been loaded with as many people as possible in the 
last ports in the Kurland cauldron, Libau and Windau. 27500 men and women were still able to sail 
across the Baltic Sea in this way.1 By night the last convoy had left the ports, but the sunny spring sky 
on the morning of May 8, 1945, made the people embarked on the convoy look up anxiously. There 
was a threat of nonstop attacks by vastly superior Russian air forces against the nearly defenseless convoy 
of ships. The German air force had already stopped its fighter patrol flights in view of the coming end of 
the war. The Russians, however, had learned of the existence of this convoy. Assuming that the few 
remaining German fighters in the area were surely flying elsewhere on the front line or were already 
grounded, the Soviets had sent up naval reconnaissance planes with the most experienced crews, which 
flew over the coast of Courland in the Libau area to search for the last convoy. However, while flying to 
the surrender at 7:54 a.m. on May 8, 1945, German ace Oberleutnant Gerhard Thiiben in his Focke- 
Wulf FW-190 A-8 from 7th/JG54 encountered a Pe-2R reconnaissance plane under escort from a Jak- 
9. Although Thiiben had taken his chief mechanic Albert Mayers with him for the evacuation flight, 


hidden in the fuselage, he managed to shoot down the Jak-9 as well as the Petliakoff Pe-2R before they 
could send their message about the detected German convoy. In the process, a top Russian crew, 
consisting of two "heroes of the Soviet uniorn, was killed. They were Lieutenant Grigorii Davidenko 
and Captain Alexei Grashchev.1 After the German convoy announced by secret sources was still 
undetected, the Soviets sent out a Yak-9 photohunting reconnaissance plane at about 6 p.m.. The pilot 
of the plane, Captain Sasha Kurtsenkov, previously asked the commander of the 15th RAP to be 
relieved of this mission, as the suspected death of his friend Davidenko was very close to his heart - in 
vain. Launched around 7 p.m., Kurtskov spotted the convoy ten miles offshore. Filming it as ordered 
and concentrating on keeping his Yak-9's course and altitude precisely, he too was shot down by 
German fighters. His protecting Rottenflieger had taken off without warning the Kapitan first. The 
death of Kapitan Alexander Kurzenkov was probably the last German shootdown of the war. All 26 
transport ships of the last convoy from Courland thus reached the ports in Schleswig-Holstein 
unattacked on May 9, 1945. Even from the previous five convoys, the Russians were able to intercept 
only a few lone ships. Although the Russians had known of the existence of the German convoy from 
unknown sources, they managed to bring the last convoy back in one piece by shooting down the 
searching reconnaissance planes twice. The Germans were less fortunate with their air evacuation from 
Russia, which began simultaneously on May 8, 1945. Ina last stand, German transport planes and 
bombers were to land in Libau as emergency transports, evacuating many civilians and wounded to the 
west.2 To this end, the British victors had given special permission in Norway to German planes with 
volunteer crews to carry out this last rescue operation to the east. Thirty-five Ju-52s alone had flown in 
from Norway. They landed at Grobin airfield and loaded injured people and fathers of families with 
numerous children. But they did not get far. The Russians had learned of the planned operation just as 
they had with the ship evacuation. When the German planes were about to take off from Libau, they 
were already awaited by hundreds of Soviet fighter planes over the Lithuanian coast. This time, not a 
single German fighter plane was there to help. They were already tied to the ground by the surrender of 
the Wehrmacht. Russian fighters thus managed to shoot down 32 Ju-52s into the Baltic Sea. In 
addition, there were an unknown number of bombers and seaplanes, which were also packed with 
evacuees. No one escaped with their lives. Only the three surviving Ju-52s and a few torpedo Ju-88s, 
which escaped the fighters in their usual low-level flight, could give any information about the drama.1 
It is striking that in Russian literature this probably greatest air victory over Germany's Luftwaffe is 
hardly mentioned. To this day, it is unknown whether the Russians received their prior knowledge of 
the German rescue mission from the British or from German traitors. In fact, the possibility that 
Englishmen were partly responsible for the massacre cannot be dismissed: Thus ObH. Droste of 1./KG 
200 was stationed in Lista (Norway) at the end of the war. He reported that on the day of the surrender 
a general of the Luftwaffe appeared at the airfield and ordered the takeoff of the immediately available 
planes for the rescue mission to Kurland. Droste was ordered to lead the formation from Lista in his Ju- 
88 as a pathfinder. Over the Skagerrak he flew over waiting English warships, and immediately four 
English fighters launched from an aircraft carrier. They attacked the Ju-88 and damaged the lead plane 
so badly that it could just make it to Tirstrup (Denmark) in single-engine flight. Was this how the 
British intended to end the rescue mission before it had begun? 

Did the Russian spy Kim Philby destroy the leading oppositional German anti-communists? Even 
before the start of the Eastern campaign, the Soviet intelligence service NK VD had a fairly good picture 
of the personnel composition of the German conservative anti-Hitler opposition. This occurred, mind 
you, at a time when German surveillance agencies such as the Gestapo, SD, and Forschungsamt were 
still virtually unaware of these events. Thus, in May 1941, the deputy resident of the NK VD in Berlin, 
Alexander Korotkov, reported to the INO in Moscow about the Anglo-American orientation of the 


group around Carl Goerdeler. On the whole, however, the representatives of the generalship would 
have opposed Goerdeler's proposals about the elimination of Hitler and the formation of a new 
government, although the head of the Wehrwirtschaftsamt of the Oberste Heeresleitung, Thomas, and 
the commanding troop general Hoeppner fully supported Goerdeler's ideas.1 The responsible sources for 
these reports, in addition to unknown traitors in the Wehrmacht, were probably the circle of General 
Kurt von Hammerstein's family. When the Abwehr couple Vermehren defected to the Allies in Istanbul 
in the spring of 1944, they were quartered in the apartment of Kim Philby. Kim Philby was a senior 
English SIS officer who was also a Soviet intelligence man. The traitorous Vermehrens provided Philby 
with a list of important contacts in the German Catholic underground. Then, when Western Allied 
officers tried to contact these people, who could have formed the backbone of a conservative, Christian, 
political leadership elite in postwar Germany, after the war ended, it turned out that they had all either 
been deported or liquidated.2 Their executioners here, however, were not the SD or Gestapo, but Phil- 
by's colleagues in Soviet intelligence, after the German surrender. Full of pride, Philby announced in 
1988, shortly before his death: "I associated strong feelings with the war and was directly responsible for 
the death of quite a large number of Germans." The postwar activities of >Lucy< - A key to the 
mystery of the traitors in hiding? Because of financial difficulties, Rudolf Réssler, alias >Lucy<, 
resumed his espionage activities in the postwar period - but this time against the West. Starting in the 
summer of 1947, Réssler now supplied the Czechs - and thus the Soviets - with information about the 
West's troop plans and armaments. Of particular interest to the Russians was the search for material on 
West German rearmament. When >Lucy< and his fellow agent Schnieper were convicted of espionage 
by a Swiss court on November 5, 1953, it came out that >Lucy< had again used intelligence material he 
had cut out of newspapers for his reports from 1947 to 1953 - but also most valuable material and 
microfilms from the West. He had done the same during the war! An expert of the American secret 
service CIA came to the conclusion that some of this material could only have come from the Blank 
office (the forerunner of the later Federal Ministry of Defense under Theodor Blank), but above all 
from the office of Joachim Oster, the 

son of General Hans Oster. In 1950, Joachim Oster was appointed to Blank's office, where he served as 
head of the office's security division (Department IV/A6) and kept in touch with the British, French, 
and Americans, as well as other Germans working on rearmament. After Réssler was uncovered, Oster 
was placed in a position with less sensitive duties in January 1956, and in September 1958 Joachim Oster 
became military attaché in Madrid. There he allegedly made contact with old republicans, the 
opponents of the then head of state General Franco.1 It was clear to the US-Americans what Oster jr. 
was up to! The CIA report considers that there were more than close wires between >Lucys< wartime 
sources and those he used in the six years of his espionage activities against the West. It was not for 
nothing that American secret services considered the activity of the >Red Chapel* during the war so 
important that still in 1973 under US President Richard M. Nixon another secret document was 
submitted under the designation 0/7708 of the US State Department. It was immediately stamped 
secret again.2 Was the >Red Chapel" still active in the sixties and later? The "Red Chapel" was stopped 
by the Gestapo in 1942 and the "Red Three" by Switzerland in early 1944. Was this really all? To this 
day, numerous people who were behind the verifiable acts of treason against Germany on the Eastern 
Front are missing. This has to do not only with German historical policy but also with the "Cold War" 
between East and West.1 Under the administration of U.S. President Roosevelt, the United States had 
hardly collected any information of an intelligence nature concerning the Soviet Union. Now it faced 
the new world power, the Soviet Union, in Central Europe. With SS Generals Schellenberg and 
Heinrich Miiller, however, two leading representatives of active reconnaissance and counterintelligence 
had defected to the Western Allied side. With them, the essential documents on secret operations 


during the Third Reich came into Anglo-American hands. General Gehlen, former head of the "Foreign 
Armies East" department, had also fled to the USA with his seized files. Already during the war, the 
Western Allies had gotten wind of the acts of treason on the Eastern Front. It was discovered that, 
although the German documents were also in their own hands, much was obviously unaccounted for. 
Immediately after the occupation of Japan, therefore, the chief of U.S. reconnaissance on the staff of the 
USS. Army in Japan, General Willoughby, had issued instructions to search for all documents relating to 
the espionage organization around Richard Sorge. Many documents had already been destroyed by the 
Japanese, but they were found in the Ministry of Justice in Nippon and in the Emperor's office. Under 
the protection of the Pentagon, a large group of senior officers and experts was formed to study the 
activities of Soviet spies. Their 2,000-page report to the U.S. Department of Defense laid out the details 
of Soviet espionage against Germany in Japan. Only brief excerpts were allowed to be published by the 
press.2 After the Japanese discoveries, the CIA was ordered to conduct similar investigations in Europe 
in connection with the "Red Chapel." One of the reports from this was not released as U.S. document 
07/7008 until the 1970s.3 The U.S. was concerned that after the incomplete dismantling of the "Red 
Chapel* by German counterintelligence, parts were still active. Wilhelm F. Flicke, a former member of 
the Wehrmacht's radio reconnaissance staff, even proclaimed that the "successor organization to the 
"Red Chapel* was overgrowing all of Europe." General Schellenberg said: "However, a real destruction 
of this hydra-like spy ring "Rote Kapelle* never succeeded until the end of the war. Paul Leverkiihn, 
senior Abwehr staff member and liaison between the military resistance and the Western Allies, also 
stated, "The struggle was never concluded, and there can be no doubt that the same organization may 
still be at work in some cases with the same agents." Oskar Reille, the former chief of the Abwehr in 
France, stated in 1962: "After the war, publications about the "Red Chapel* appeared in various 
countries. In some it was suggested that the sources from whom the acts of treason were committed 
must have been personalities in the highest places." Harry Piepe, a former employee of the Belgian 
Abwehr, also concluded in 1965 that the "Red Chapel* was still active today. The Western Allies and 
the "Organization Gehlen* therefore also took former "Rote Kapelle*" fighters such as Joachim 
Rohleder, Colonel in the Amt Ausland/Abwehr and head of Department IIIF there, as well as Hans 
von Pescatore and Willy Piert into their service. Nevertheless, they were only able to achieve partial 
success. According to information provided by Lieutenant Colonel Helmut Wagner of the former DD 
Ministry for State Security (MFS), the West was also not much more successful in uncovering the 
Soviet treason complex in Western Europe than Hitler's Abwehr organs were until May 1945. The 
precisely informed expert wrote in 2011: "The Western intelligence services, which were and are 
certainly interested in clarifying this question, have, however, to all appearances not succeeded in 
clarifying it, as far as can be concluded from news that has leaked to the public." Nothing to add to this. 
Instead of end: "I remember" Never in the German history so much was betrayed as in the Second 
World War! Doe Eastern Front was an important part of it. Therefore, the purpose of this publication is 
to make a clear caesura, so that the grandchildren's generation and all those who will come after it, will 
have a chance for a fair assessment of one of the most shattering chapters of our history. This is not easy, 
since unfortunately there are many who do not remember anything in purely biological terms, and 
especially those who bear false witness. Even well-known Russian researchers admit that indispensable 
key documents about the events on the Eastern Front still remain inaccessible for research after more 
than 70 years. Today's Russia's handling of its own and captured archival documents also leaves much to 
be desired. After a phase of openness, whitewashing and concealment have been the order of the day 
again since the mid-1990s. As in Western countries, documents about World War II in Russia have 
often been "stylistically edited* and edited down" before publication. Unfortunately, one does not get 
the impression that the white spots in the historiography will be erased soon, at least in the West. Thus 


the British government has announced its intention to keep weighty documents of the war and pre-war 
period under lock and key at least until the year 2017 - extension further possible! 

I have already discussed the behavior of the USA with regard to captured documents in my book 
Unternehmen Patentenraub. Here a systematic destruction of "dangerous* German documents can be 
proved. >Corriger la fortune<, to improve luck, thus to play false and to cheat! Also in Germany the 
evaluation of the Second World War has condensed to an almost forced interpretation of the Eastern 
campaign. Already in the eighties unbelievably all levers up to legal means were set in motion to fix the 
activity of historians in a "generally accepted* direction. The time of "obviousness* began, which 
nobody was allowed to shake without punishment. In the Middle Ages this was called "heresy* and 
doubters were destroyed at the stake. Apparently, this is not about research, but about politics, 
occasionally up to the highest ranks! It became known that the former German President Richard von 
Weizsicker explicitly demanded from the "Military Historical Research Office of the German Armed 
Forces" (MGFA) to stop the mention of facts describing the "Unternehmen Barbarossa" as a preventive 
war in the 4th volume of the series Das Deutsche Reich und der Zweiten Weltkrieg, which is about to 
be published.’ Since the second half of the nineties, there has been a general tendency to treat the history 
of World War II and especially the Eastern campaign from the point of view of a 'German history of 
crime’. Military-political consequences or intentions of German war opponents were allowed even less 
attention than before. This was facilitated by the death of the generation of war participants. If, 
however, the very idea that "Unternehmen Barbarossa" in 1941 had had the character of a pre-emptive 
strike makes Germany's historians sweat blood, this applies to an even greater extent to the possibility 
that treason might have played a role in the Russian campaign. In fact, this was precisely the case to no 
small extent. The development goes so far that recently historical scientific issues are evaluated, 
scandalized and persecuted by the Federal Office for the Protection of the Constitution, even though 
according to § 19 (3) of the Youth Protection Act it is unmistakably stated that a medium may not be 
included in the list of indexed media if it serves art, science and teaching.2 The fathers of our Basic Law 
would turn over in their graves! This work attempts to contribute to the honest reappraisal of our past in 
the interest of historical truth. A moral evaluation is not made, however, it is possible to draw a very 
clear line between high treason and treason against the country. It is not acceptable that suspected 
traitors, who risked or even sacrificed the lives of these soldiers and civilians, disguise themselves as 
"resisters". In the published opinion-forming process, the version that even a national treason, which had 
to be paid for with hundreds of thousands of innocent victims, is a praiseworthy thing, if this treason 
was committed only in the time of the Second World War against Germany, is held on ironically. In 
every effort to go public with the treatment of the problem 

of treason in the Second World War, the old catchword of the >dagger thrust< is warmed up, that old 
>outdated< things are to be dug up and warmed up anew. No consideration can be given to this in the 
interest of truth. Since 1945, there has been a systematic attempt to trivialize the betrayal that claimed 
such horrendously heavy victims in the Second World War. How far this goes could already be seen in 
the Information der Truppe, issue 1957/4, which was issued by the subdivision "Personal-Innere 
Fiihrung* of the command staff of the German Bundeswehr. There it was written literally about the 
deeds of General Oster: "It is certain today that Oster's conduct has remained without effect on military 
combat operations." Suspicious efforts were also made by the "Bundeszentrale fiir Heimat- dienst<. In 
1959, it published an eight-page illustrated propaganda pamphlet free of charge in a mass circulation, in 
which it made every effort to play down the obvious treason. For example, it stated about the "Red 
Chapel*: "One can therefore speak at most of temporally and spatially limited consequences of acts of 
treason against the country in World War II." The comments of the Bundeswehr troops confirmed: 
"There can be no question of a decisive effect on the outcome of the Eastern campaign. Nor can it be 


proved at all that 200,000 German soldiers died as a result of the treachery of the "Red Band*."" The 
Bundeswehr Postille was actually right here, it was far more! The former German foreign policy expert 
Dr. Peter Kleist wrote on February 14, 1959 about the attempt of the "Bundeszentrale fiir 
Heimatdienst*: "Whoever even cursorily reads the reports of the experts on the "Red Chapel*, on the 
activities of the resistance in the Canaris Office - i.e. in the German Central Office for 
Counterintelligence and Sabotage -, on the Sorge case and the Seydlitz case, on Oster and von Sche- 
liha, Tresckow or Béselager and as they are all called, is seized by cold horror. It seems like a fairy tale 
that any offensive could succeed at all on this scale of betrayal. "1 The repeated effort to trivialize 
betrayal in principle and to minimize its consequences is not new and is limited to postwar German 
history. Again and again in history, victorious beneficiaries and comrades-in-arms of traitors have made 
such attempts. Instead, everyone should make his or her own decision on how to evaluate the events 
described in the present work. For some the described facts are heroic epics, for others the expression of 
shame and betrayal, by which their relatives, in mud and ice had to die. Errors and unfortunate train 
constraints, that is >mistakes<, are more easily forgiven by the public than cynical breach of word, 
betrayal and the deliberate acceptance of one's own defeat. The purpose of the present work is therefore 
to prevent indisputable evidence of duplicity, betrayal and sabotage from remaining buried in 
unfathomable depths. People will continue to try to dismiss it as immaterial, to cover it up, even to 
glorify it, out of the higher interest of political correctness; it will do no good, for treason cries out for 
centuries.1 Instead, the saying that is on all license plates in the Canadian province of Quebec applies. Its 
defiant motto is "Je me souviens" (I remember). This shows the memory of the year 1759, when the 
English General James Wolfe occupied the French garrison on the Plateau D-Abraham near Quebec 
and incorporated the province into the English Canada. "Je me souviens" has since been seen as a 
reminder against the victors of 1759 according to the motto: The last word has not yet been spoken. 


